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Editor's Introduction

The common theme of memory links the essays in this issue of the New
Mexico Historical Review. Each author speaks to how we remember the
past and how people in New Mexico have forged a collective identity.
Kathleen L. Howard's photographic essay on Elle of Ganado demonstrates how the Fred Harvey Company created and marketed an image
of an Indian Southwest. Judy Mattivi Morley explores how
Albuquerque's Old Town was molded architecturalIy to evoke a civic
identity and construct a tourist attraction based on a nostalgic memory
of the Hispanic vilIage. Lawrence D. Taylor re-examines the significance of the battle for Ciudad Juarez, captured by Francisco I. Madero
and the Anti-Reelectionist forces in May 1911, to question historical
memories of the event as the single pivotal moment in the revolution-,
ary struggle of 1910-1911.
Each essay invites readers to think about how we remember the
past. One key to these memories is documents. Both Howard and Morley
emphasize how photographs can function as historical documents, and
not merely as ilIustrations. Howard uses photographs to narrate how
Elle of Ganado's image was framed to represent Albuquerque and the
Indian Southwest. From a current vantage point, readers may experience dissonance between- the photos themselves and the language
through which Harvey Company publicists and the Albuquerque press
described Elle and her work. Howard simply reproduces these reports,
which eloquently sketch early twentieth-century Anglo racial assumptions as they habitualIy use words like "squaw" and "buck," and debate
whether a respected weaver was or was not a "pure-blooded Navajo."
As Howard emphasizes, our historical understanding of ElIe is limited
by sources, since the only written accounts of her life are such filtered
print documents. Howard's use of oral history, and particularly of the
photographs themselves, provides a counterpoint to the print sources,
offering a more fulIy dimensional sense of Elle as she participated in
constructing her own image.
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126

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1999

Morley also uses oral histories and photographs to demonstrate how
Albuquerque's Old Town was constructed-both literally and in
memory-after World War II. Her use of photographs allows us to see
how the buildings in Old Town were tailored to fit an imagined past,
while the oral histories chronicle whose version of that past was inscribed in physical memory. Taylor, who addresses a more traditional
military topic, re-examines military and political sources to question
the way a key battle has been remembered and interpreted.
These threads come together in our Documents Department for this
issue. Peter Pabisch and Tina Edsall provide a letter form the Franz
Huning collection, from which Ann Massman drew material for her article on Clara Huning Fergusson in our last issue. Pabisch and his students have accessed another portion of this valuable collection thorugh
their translation of the German correspondence among various Huning
family members. Their introductory essay explains the painstaking process of historical translation. For our document in this issue, Pabisch
and Edsall selected an 1866 letter from Georg Franke, the brother of
Franz Huning's wife, Ernestine Franke Huning. Franke's lett«r describes
his experience as a soldier in Bismarck's army. The editors selected
this particular correspondence because it speaks to a military experience of acknowledged importance in European history. From the perspective of social history, it is also interesting for Franke's comments
on the daily experience of a soldier, and for the window it provides on
how the German community of Albuquerque knew and related to political events in Germany. Whether individual readers are more drawn to
political, military, or social history, Franke's letter provides an individual slice of historical experience.
If documents and our individual and collective perspectives participate in forging historical memories, the process of printing history
is a much less abstract and more mundane enterprise. Considerable dedication, energy, and professionalism from theNMHR staff went into producing this issue. Associate Editor Javier Marion has been on leave
while he does dissertation research in Bolivia. The rest of the staff have
put in extra hours of work as a consequence, and I am grateful to Evelyn
Schlatter, Jennifer Miller, Amanda Taylor-Montoya, Kim Suina, and
Ramona Caplan for work above and beyond their job descriptions. With
this issue, too, we welcome a new Editorial Assistant, Jeff Sanders,
who began his graduate studies in western history at UNM this year.
And, as always, our Administrative Assistant, Tony Goodrich, keeps
the whole enterprise going. Many thanks.

Elizabeth Jameson
for the NMHR staff

Weaving a Legend: Ene of Ganado
Promotes the Indian Southwest
KATHLEEN L. HOWARD

The fascination with the indigenous populations of the Greater
Southwest has been and continues to be one of the prime reasons people visit the region. Native Americans have attracted
entrepreneurs, tourists, anthropologists, artists, historians and
writers, all of whom have played a role in creating and perpetuating a romantic image of the "American Southwest" and "Indian Country."1

For more than ninety years, the pleasant, classic visage of a Navajo
Indian woman has gazed out at the American public from postcards,
playing cards, and the pages of books. 2 Travelers who journeyed to the
West over the Santa Fe Railroad between 1903 and 1923 could enjoy a
personal encounter with Elle of Ganado as she worked at her blanket
loom in the Indian Building next to the Alvarado Hotel in Albuquerque. 3
Occasionally, Elle made appearances at fairs and shows representing
the "Indian Southwest" on behalf of the Fred Harvey Company and the
Santa Fe Railroad. With the assistance and support of Elle and other
Native American employees, the Fred Harvey Company created the popular view of the Indian Southwest. The most recognizable icon for the
Kathleen L. Howard is a Research Associate at the Heard Museum in Phoenix,
Arizona .. She is also a graduate student in the Ph.D. Program at Arizona State
University. Co-author, with Diana F. Pardue, of Inventing the Southwest: The Fred
Harvey Company and Native American Art, her research focuses upon the development of the Indian arts and crafts trade and its role in forming popular images of
the American Southwest.
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Harvey/Santa Fe portrayal of the Indian Southwest, Elle's only rival for
corporate publicity was the magnificent Grand Canyon itself.
With a handshake instead of a written contract, Fred Harvey established his business in 1876 as the sole hospitality concessionaire for the
Santa Fe Railroad. By the time of his death in 1901, his businesses included twenty-six restaurants, sixteen hotel/restaurants and twenty dining cars on the Santa Fe Railroad. His son, Ford Harvey, assisted by J. F.
Huckel and Minnie Harvey Huckel, Harvey's son-in-law and daughter,
hit upon the idea of establishing an Indian and Mexican museum when
they opened their flagship location in 1902, the Alvarado Hotel in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Initially, the intent of establishing the Fred Harvey Indian Department in Albuquerque was to capture the attention of travelers as they
headed west toward their final destinations in California. Realizing that
they had a captive market for souvenirs and art works, the Fred Harvey
Company and the Santa Fe Railroad offered a chance to meet friendly
Indian artist-demonstrators and watch them as they worked, making pots
and weaving textiles. They soon developed a successful business sel1ing tourist mementos and objects for collectors. The route selected by
government surveyors for a railroad along the thirty-second parallel
meant that the Santa Fe would go directly through Pueblo and Navajo
lands and past the Grand Canyon, where the Harvey Indian Department
built and operated Hopi House at the Grand Canyon. Against the magnificent backdrop of the South Rim, tourists could watch native artists
at work in a faux pueblo structure. No other railroad could compete with
what the Santa Fe offered its passengers.
Often photographed in the company of children, El1e of Ganado sent
a subliminal message of comfort and safety to Victorian travelers heading through Indian territory. The last actions of the Indian Wars had
ended only fifteen years prior to the opening of the Alvarado. Eastern
newspapers had been filled with stories of "marauding Indian warriors."
The sight of a pleasant, plump Navajo woman ,with children at her side
did much to dispel any residual anxiety of dangerous encounters with
Indians [Figure 1].
Elle was photographed by famous western photographers Karl Moon
andA. C. Vroman. 4 The first dated photograph ofElle was taken in 1901
by Vroman of Pasadena, who was traveling with the P. G. Gates Expedition through Navajo Country [Figures 2A and 2B].5 An earlier but undated photo shows a young El1e and her husband Tom, who also worked
for the Fred Harvey Company, in an unknown location in front of a loom
and hogan. 6 The Harvey Company hired Moon to work in its EI Tovar
Studio at the South Rim of the Grand Canyon, where in 1906 he photographed Elle in several different portrait poses. The best-known Moon
portrait was copyrighted by Fred Harvey in 1906 [see cover]. Prints of
Moon's portrait ofElle were offered for sale in a mail-order catalog pub-

HOWARD

129

lished by the Harvey Company in 1910 and at the EI Tovar Studio at the
Grand Canyon. 7 By 1911, nine years after the Alvarado Hotel opened,
the Harvey Company had produced and sold more than 3.5 million postcards. Elle and Tom appeared on many ofthem. 8
Described by the Harvey Company as its "best weaver," Elle was
born to the Black Sheep Clan and was known as "Red Woman," or AsdzlIlI
Lichii' in the Navajo language. 9 Navajo sources believe Elle may have
gone on the Long Walk and spent time in captivity at Bosque Redondo. 'o
A 1903 Harvey brochure mentioned Elle and stated that she was "nearing fifty years of age."II Although outwardly exhibiting many of the
cultural attributes of a Navajo, there is qU,estion about her actual ethnic
heritage. One story, published in 1922, alludes to Elle's origins:
As the story goes, Elle's mother, a Spanish girl of high caste,
was captured in one of the frequent Navajo raids when she was
an infant. She grew up with the nomads and married a wealthy
Navajo. It is said that Elle, their child, was one of the most beautiful maidens of her tribe, and was wooed by all the eligible
young bucks of Navajo landY
If this account is true, it would be ironic that the icon most used by the
Harvey Company to depict Navajos was not of Navajo descent.
Little information exists about Elle's early life. Unfortunately, Elle
spoke only Navajo and left no personal account, no journal for historians to analyze. Little other documentation has survived. All that has
gone into the record was written as publicity pieces by Harvey/Santa Fe
advertising moguls for the consumption of the traveling public. The
remainder consists of newspaper articles, citations in early books on
Navajo weaving, and references to Elle in business correspondence between Herman Schweizer, manager of the Fred Harvey Indian Department and Elle's immediate supervisor, and trader 1. L. Hubbell [Figure
3J.13 In an undated letter to John F. Huckel, Fred Harvey's son-in-law
and a Harvey Company vice president, Schweizer gives another version
ofElle's origins:

P.S. For your information Tom and the other Indian tell me that
Elle's father was a Mexican, Elle's.mother a Zuni and Tom tells
me that the reason for the Navajos having increased so much in
the last forty or fifty years is due to their early raids among the
women of the Moquis, Zunis and other Pueblos.' 4
Several Navajos who knew Elle during childhood have given first-person oral accounts. Their descriptions ofElle's origins vary, but all agree
on one point: the "most famous of all Navajo weavers" was not a "fullblooded Navajo."ls

130

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL

1999

Elle's professional weaving career began when she was commissioned to weave a piece to present to President Theodore Roosevelt
when he visited New Mexico in 1903. The President's visit to Albuquerque was a special event for the citizens of the community and they wanted
to honor his visit with a gift-something significant that would remind
him of their city. The people of Albuquerque selected the gift of a Navajo textile appropriately woven in red, white, and blue. In the days
leading up to the President's arrival in Albuquerque, accounts of Elle's
progress on the rug appeared in the Albuquerque and Gallup newspapers. On 30 April 1903, the (Gallup) McKinley County Republican reported:
Judge Baker was at the Harvey curio rooms this morning and
brought the design for the President's Navajo saddle blanket.
The loom for the Navajo squaw, Elle, who is to weave it, was
marked off as much as possible so that the work for her will be
somewhat easier. Elle has done some little work on it up to this
noon. The inscription that will be on it has again been changed
so that the original one of Judge Baker's will be woven. It will
read, "The President, Honorary Membership Card, Commercial
Club, Albuquerque, New Mexico, May 5, 1903."16
One can only guess how Elle handled the pressure of knowing she had
to complete the rug before President Roosevelt's arrival in less than five
days. She met the deadline, however. A later article in the 5 May 1903
issue of the Albuquerque Morning Journal heralded Elle's success:
Elle of Ganado Has Done Her Work. The Blanket bearing his
credentials as an honorary member of the Commercial Club, which
will be presented to President Roosevelt this afternoon where
he is a guest of the club, is complete and Elle, the Navajo squaw,
who did the most difficult piece of weaving ever attempted by
one of her tribe, is receiving the congratulations of her Navajo
companions and the thanks of the club. The Harvey Curio rooms
will be closed today to observe the holiday declared by the
mayor, but until 1 0' clock this morning the blanket will be hung
in one of the front windows of the curio rooms where it may be
seen by all men. A[t] 11 o'clock it will be taken to the Commercial Club, where it will remain until carried away by its distinguished owner [Figure 4].17
Elle completed her rug on time and at her request attended a private
ceremony where the blanket was presented to President Roosevelt.1 8
This ceremony was the first of many events in a long and synergistic
relationship between Elle and the Harvey Company. Page five of the
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Albuquerque Journal Democrat displayed her photograph with the following caption on 5 May 1903:
The above picture of Elle of Ganado and the blanket she made
for President Roosevelt has attracted more attention to New
Mexico and particularly Albuquerque, than any other feature of
the President's visit to the territory. This picture, which is copyrighted by Fred Harvey, first appeared in the Journal-Democrat, where it attracted wide attention. There have since been
hundreds of demands for the paper in which it was published.
Since that time the picture has been printed by no less than six
of the great dailies of the east and west, among them the Denver
Post and the Chicago Inter-Ocean and the St. Louis GlobeDemocrat. The blanket has been adjudged a remarkable work by
experts in Navajo blanketry and has caused a boom in the [market] for beautiful rugs [Figure 5].19
When the Santa Fe Railroad entered Albuquerque from the north in
1880, the company built a depot two miles east of the town plaza. This
site was chosen because land could be acquired on the outskirts of
town at a much lower price. 20 Thereafter, the city expanded east from
"Old Town" to "New Town." The influence of the Santa Fe Railroad,
which linked the city to the rest of the world, was critical. Albuquerque
blossomed and becarrie larger than older Santa Fe, the state capitol, in
large part because it was a railroad town. Each arriving passenger train
stopped at the depot in Albuquerque for at least half an hour. Many
travelers opted to stay the night in comfortable accommodations or to .
enjoy a fine meal served by one of the "Harvey girls. "21 Others went for
brief strolls through the Indian Museum and sales rooms where they
observed Indians at work in various pursuits.
From time to time guest artists such as potters Nampeyo and Maria
Martinez appeared at the Indian Building next to the Alvarado Hotel.
Apache basket weavers, Pueblo potters, and Navajo silversmiths and
weavers promoted the Harveys Company's concept of the Southwest.
All Santa Fe travelers had the opportunity to visit the establishment on
their way "To California Over the Santa Fe Trail."22 Albuquerqueans
soon realized that the success of their town was linked directly to the
powerful Santa Fe Railroad and they closely identified with it. The
Alvarado Hotel, next to the Santa Fe depot and the Fred Harvey Indian
Building and Museum, became the center of social and business life fOf
the city. Stretching seven hundred feet from end to end along the Santa
Fe tracks, the hotel was the focal point of Albuquerque for almost seventy years. 23 Southwest historian Lawrence Clark Powell wrote that in
the minds of local people and tourists, the Alvarado was the heart of the
Southwest [Figure 6].24
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The Alvarado was home and headquarters to Elle and Tom. Although
not integrated into the Anglo social scene of Albuquerque, accounts of
the daily activities of Elle and Tom filled the Albuquerque papers.
Albuquerqueans understood the couple's importance to the success of
their city. The image ofElle at her loom was portrayed on film-still and
moving-and through words that painted vivid pictures. 25 Fred Harvey's
depictions of Elle left an indelible impression of the Indian Southwest
on those who encountered them, and Harvey's images were echoed by
other writers:
Among her bare brown babes that roll upon the packed dirt floor,
sits Elle at her loom. At her side a soft-eyed mother dog plays
with her prankish puppies and eagerly watches the silent woman
from whom comes meat. A shuffling sheep noses inquisitively
about the door, then ambles away to his meager pasturage, but
with earnest concentration the quiet figure at the loom works
out the hidden fancies of her dreams [Figure 7].26
Over fifty different photographic images of Elle have been located in
various books and special library collections. Sometimes Elle is identified by name; at other times she is described as a Navajo weaver or not
identified at all. Her image appears on lantern slides, playing cards, books,
brochures, magazine covers, newspaper articles, photogravure albums,
and postcards. 27 She was photographed not only by Vroman and Moon,
but also by unknown publicity photographers. In 1912, she made a cameo
appearance in director Mack Sennett's short film The Tourists. 28
In most photographs, she appeared in the company of children, although Elle and Tom had no children together. According to Navajo
informants, the children who appear in photographs were actually Tom's
grandchildren, descendants from a previous marriage before he met Elle
[Figures 8 and 9].29
While Elle was the main attraction at the Alvarado for twenty years,
Tom did not escape public notice. He had initially attracted the attention
of the Harvey Company while driving freight wagons at Ganado for J. L.
Hubbell [Figures 10 and 11]. Until his death in 1930, Hubbell acted as
employment agent, recruiting Navajo and Hopi people for the Harvey
Company.JO Hubbell brought Tom and Elle to Schweizer's attention in
Harvey's Indian Department. Surviving business correspondence indicates that the company highly regarded Elle and afforded her high status. In a 1905 letter from Huckel to Schweizer, Elle wasconsulted about
the best material to be used for dyeing wool. In another letter, Elle's
recognition as the top Harvey weaver became evident. The company
relieved another weaver of her duties and sent her home because she
could not get along with Elle. J1 Later, Schweizer demonstrated his respect for Elle and Tom when he loaned them two hundred dollars to
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build a little house about a mile northeast of Ganado at a place the
Navajos refer to as "Round Top."32
The couple's local importance is signified by newspaper accounts
of Tom's struggle with pneumonia in 1904. Throughout his il1ness, Albuquerque papers updated readers on the situation. Headlines in the
Albuquerque paper reported that "Tom of Ganado Has PneumoniaSturdy Navajo Chieftain Now Occupies Cot in St. Joseph's Sanitarium."
A detailed description of Tom's respiratory il1ness, El1e's inconsolable
and tearful reaction, and a less-than-hopeful prognosis for Tom's recovery were reported. This was fol1owed by a glowing but paternalistic
description of Tom's service for the Harvey Company.33 When conventional treatment failed to improve Tom's condition, his Navajo peers
judged that it was time to use a tried and true healing method. Miguelito,
a Navajo healer who was also employed by the Harvey Company in
Albuquerque, performed a yei bei chei ceremony for Tom. 34 Miguelito
proved to be a more skil1ful healer than the good doctors at St. Joseph's
Sanitarium-after the ceremony, Tom's health was restored and he lived
another twenty-five years. 35
El1e and Tom were celebrated representatives for the Fred Harvey
Company. Photographs in special col1ections libraries in Albuquerque,
Phoenix, Tucson, and elsewhere show El1e, Tom, and unidentified Navajo and Pueblo people posing in front of the Indian Building beneath
the shield of the Zuni War God [Figure 12 J. Mary Pickford, Douglas
Fairbanks, Jr., and Rin Tin Tin al1 stopped off to be photographed with
Elle as they passed through Albuquerque [Figure 13J. For Hol1ywood
stars and other Anglos of note, no train trip through Albuquerque was
complete without a photo taken under the Zuni War shield before the
Alvarado's Indian Building. El1e and Tom and other unidentified Indian
people appeared with the noted tourists in these photographs lending
an air of "authenticity" to the trip West.
Tom traveled with El1e to the Grand Canyon in 1905, the Chicago
Land Show in 1909 and 1910, and to the San Francisco World's Fair in
1915. Tom acted as host and interpreter-he fluently spoke Navajo, Hopi,
English and Spanish-and cultural broker for the Harvey Company. In
1909 El1e and Tom, accompanied by other Navajos and several Hopis,
traveled to Chicago on behalf of the Santa Fe Railroad as artiste demonstrators in the Land and Irrigation Congress. Albuquerque newspapers
fol1owed their activities. One headline read, "Takes Brawny Harness Bul1s
to Keep Curious Crowds From Stepping on Southwest Indians. in Chicago." The Indian entourage caused quite a stir: Navajo Indians draped
in colorful blankets were an unusual sight in Chicago. During their stay
in the Windy City, El1e, Tom, and other Harvey Indian employees took an
afternoon off. They toured the huge Marshall Field department store
where al1 business came toa standstil1 during their visit. Four Chicago
policeman escorted the group of Indians to and from their hotel. This
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was necessary to restrain the gawking crowds who followed them. 36
In 1910, Elle and Tom returned to Chicago. This time, Nampeyo and
other Hopi people joined them in Albuquerque for the trip to Chicago
where "Tom and Elle made a big hit last year."37 After spending three
weeks in the Windy City, the group returned to Albuquerque on the
Santa Fe train. Their arrival was reported in the Albuquerque Journal:
Nampeyo, the Hopi, the greatest pottery maker of her tribe, with
fifteen other Hopi Indians, together with Tom and Elle and their
two children, the Navajos returned last night on their special car
from Chicago where they were the one big sensation of the land
and irrigation exposition just closed. By their special request
their car was cut out here last night and the Hopis will be allowed to stay over here one day for the explicit purpose of seeing the sights of Albuquerque, which they regard as a little less
sensational and interesting than Michigan Avenue in the Windy
City. Herman Schweizer of the Harvey Curio will conduct a "seeing Albuquerque excursion" on a rubber neck wagon for the
benefit of the Hopis today, while Tom and Elle will go along to
assist in pointing out the new city hall, the stock exchange, the
paved streets. 38
Other accounts of Elle and Tom's activities filled the Albuquerque papers. For example, in 1905, the papers notified readers when the couple
took a six-month sabbatical from their work. In 1908, the Albuquerque
Morning Journal reported that silver jewelry had been stolen from Elle
and Tom's hogan near the depot. 39
In 1915, the Panama-Pacific International Exposition (PPIE) was held
in San Francisco. At a cost of$300,000, the Santa Fe Railroad constructed
an exhibit it called "The Grand Canon of Arizona" and equipped it with a
full complement of Indian artist-demonstrators. Photographs show an
elaborate theme-park"like structure with a Spanish mission stucco exterior. 40 For the admission price of twenty-five cents, visitors entered the
exhibit that covered more than five acres just south of Fort Mason. 41
Today, the view from this site features the Golden Gate Bridge, but when
Elle was there, the bridge had not been built. Elle's impressions of San
Francisco from this vantage point are unrecorded. However, one Anglo
visitor, the then-unknown Laura Ingalls Wilder, visited the Santa Fe
Railroad's Indian Village exhibit and recorded these thoughts:
We went into the Navajo Indian village, regular cliff dwellings.
It is built to be a rocky cliff and one climbs up by steps cut into

the solid rock all along the way. After you get up the cliff, there
are holes dug in the rock, smaller or larger where the Indians
live, making baskets and pottery and weaving rugs. They all
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smell like wild beasts dens and I did not like to be there. The
Indians are very friendly and good-natured. 42
The Santa Fe Railroad's five-acre Grand Canyon ofArizona exhibit was
part of the sixty-five acre amusement section of the PPIE called "The
Zone." A variety of anthropological and commercial displays were housed
in this area. The elaborate Santa Fe exhibit featured a tour of a faux
Grand Canyon. Murals painted on corridor walls showed points of interest along the South Rim. Visitors traveled through this corridor on a
motorized car and looked out at the view in a manner similar to today's
Disneyland, as the train circles the Magic Kingdom.
The Indians, however, were key to attracting visitors to the exhibit.
There were potters and arrow makers, but Elle was the primary focus as
she sat at her loom demonstrating the art of Navajo weaving. One photograph of the exhibit shows Elle at work. A sign next to her reads:
"ELLE of Ganado, Arizona, the noted Indian weaver who uses this loom,
has woven special blankets for President Taft and ex-President
Roosevelt" [Figures 14 and 15].43
Ene was unusual among the Indians associated with the Harvey
Company and Santa Fe Railroad. She was certainly favored as the "prototypical Navajo." But the frequency of her image may also be due to her
willingness to submit to the camera. Unlike many Navajos of her day,
Elle seems not to have been fazed by photographs or by being the center of attention. A loyal and valued employee, Elle continued to work as
an artist-demonstrator for the Harvey Company in Albuquerque and elsewhere until her death in the winter of 1924 ·[Figure 16] .44
Modern critics complain that Indians like Elle were exploited by the
Harvey Company and the Santa Fe Railroad. 45 To the extent that they
used Elle's image to promote tourism in the Southwest, this assertion is
undeniably true. But the regard and attention accorded to Elle and Tom
by their employers, the local community, and during their travels implies
the stature and celebrity that recognized and respected their contributions to Southwestern culture.
Famous Pueblo potters Nampeyo (Hopi-Tewa) and Maria Martinez
(San Ildefonso) also worked for the Harvey Company for a time. However, they went on to broader :venues, establishing themselves and their
work worldwide and passing on their artistic skill and knowledge to their
daughters. Their images occasionally appear in photographs and books,
and on postcards. Examples of their work are in the e~hibits arid archives
of most major national and international museums with significant Indian arts and crafts collections. However, to this day, no Native American woman has had her image reproduced more often and in as many
media as Elle. Yet she established no dynasty, her work is not identified
in museum exhibits, and she bore no children to carryon her legacy as
an artist and weaver. After she died, the Harvey company continued to
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use her image for advertising purposes and photographs of Elle are still
used in recent publications. 46 The photograph Karl Moon took of Elle in
1906 continues to be the most recognizable image of Fred Harvey's "Indian Southwest."

HOWARD

Figure 1. "Elle of Ganado, Maker of
postcard (hand-tinted). Author's private
the company of children, Elle of Ganado sent
safety to Victorian travelers heading through
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the President's Blanket," color
collection. Often photographed in
a subliminal message of.comfort and
Indian country.
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Figure 2A. Southwest Museum, Los Anget'es, California, neg. N42288,. P.I0079. This charming photograph of Elle was taken in 190 I by
Adam Clark Vroman, a member of the Museum-Gates Expedition. While
visiting the Hopi reservation between 17 July and 30 August, Vroman also
photographed many Navajos. This photo is one of a series of eight poses of
Elle, possibly taken at Ganado. The narrow stripes in the blanket suggest
that Elle might have been working in the "Hubbell revival" style of
Germantown done with a border. The term refers to trader J. L. Hubbell's
revival of late classic-style weavings,47

Figure 28. The Museum of Man, San Diego, California. The same
image of Elle, with the background cropped, appeared on a hand-tinted
lantern slide that was used by the Advertising Department of the Santa Fe
Railroad in promotional lantern slide shows presented all over the country.
The intent of the shows was to encourage railroad travelers to choose the
Santa Fe to travel to California.
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Figure 3. Special Collections Library, University of Arizona, Tuscon,
Arizona. Elle and Tom talk with Herman Schweizer, manager of the Fred Harvey
Indian Department in Albuquerque. Schweizer was their immediate supervisor. Sheep
roam in the background_ The topography resemble's the rolling hills around Ganado.

Figure 4. Special Collections Library, University of Arizona, Tuscon,
Arizona. Surrounded by juniper branches, burden baskets containing skeins of
wool, and finely-woven textiles, Elle sits in one of the rooms in the Indian Building at the Alvarado Hotel in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Beside her is the partially
completed presidential blanket. The weaving is a pictorial of hand-spun yarns
displaying distinct readable lettering and framed with a border.
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Figure 5. The National Archives, Washington, D.C. RG75 Letters
Received by the Office of Indian Affairs 1881~1907, Attachment to
letter from J. F. Huckel, 12 June 1903, No. 37536. A job well-done. Elle
and Tom of Ganado pose outside the Indian Building at the Alvarado Hotel
in Albuquerque with the co'mpleted presidential blanket. Appropriately woven in red, white, and blue, the textile commemorated the visit of President
Theodore Roosevelt to Albuquerque. An unusual weaving because weavers
work from a pattern in their minds, Elle, who did not read or speak English,
was asked to produce this blanket from a predetermined pattern that included the words "The President. Honorary Membership Card. Commercial
Club. Albuquerque, NM, May 5, 1903." The textiles draped overhead are
Hispanic Saltillo and Rio Grande Weavings.
(opposite) Figure 6. The Alvarado Hotel, Author's private collection. The Alvarado complex stretched seven hundred feet north to south
along the railroad tracks. Lawrence Clark Powell believes that the railroad
platform at the Alvarado Hotel was the "cor cordium" of the Southwest,
"one of the last of the Harvey Houses and the most beautiful of them all, old
gray stucco with turquoise trim, its cool courts and shady patios inviting
siesta, its Indian museum packed with old Pueblo artifacts, its slow heartbeat
the coming and going of the Santa Fe trains.""
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Figure 7. The Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, California. Elle and a
Navajo girl (possibly one of Tom's granddaughters) pose in front of a loom. The
photograph was taken by Karl Moon in 1906. The textile on the loom contains
complex multiple borders with terraced and serrated elements. The interior of the
rug contains a variety of cross and lozenge shapes with a parallel terraced zig-zag
diamond design in the center.
(opposite) Figure 8. National Archives, Washington, D.C. RG75, Letters
Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 1881-1907. J. F. Huckel, June 12,
1903. No. 37536. The photo appears in a brochure entitled "The Indian and
Mexican Building." Elle and Tom (second and third from left) pose with other
Navajo adults and children at the Indian Building at the Alvarado Hotel.
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Figure ,9. Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, California. Postcard in
author's private collection. Elle, Tom and other Navajo Harvey employees rest
amidst pinon trees near the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. Elle drapes her right
hand over a small dog and caresses the hair of a young girl with her left hand. Two
Navajo hogans were built just behind Hopi House where the parking lot stands
today. The hogans were built while Elle was an artist-demonstrator at Hopi House
in \ 905.

(left) Figure 10. "Tom Ganado,"
[sic] Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. Tom of Ganado was
photographed by Karl Moon in
1906. Like the photo of Elle that
appears on the cover of this issue,
the photo was copyrighted by the
Fred Harvey Company and offered
for sale in Photographic Studies of
American Indians by Karl Moon.
(opposite)
Figure 11. "Tom
Ganado," [sic] Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. Tom of
Ganado, wearing a blanket, stands in
front of a studio backdrop to have
his portrait made by Karl Moon in
1906. This photograph was also offered for sale in Moon's catalog.
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(above) Figure 12. Postcard, author's private collection. Elle (seated
left center) and Tom (standing to the left of Elle) pose with Navajo and
Pueblo Indians under the shield of the Zuni War God in front of the Indian
Building at the Alvarado Hotel.
(right) Figure 13. Santa Fe Railway Archives, Kansas State Historical Society. Elle appeared on the cover of the March 1917 issue of The
Santa Fe Magazine. Elle stands to the right of Hollywood movie star Mary
Pickford, who stepped off the Santa Fe train at the Indian Building long
enough to be photographed with Elle. Elle looks rather stoic as she stands
next to the famous star, while an unhappy and terrified Navajo child wishes
for Pickford's speedy departure.

@

::E

;J>
'"'d

:::0

P

'0
'0
'0

Figure 14. Special Collections Library, University of Arizona, Tuscon.
Elle sits at her loom and
Tom stands at attention as
the couple represents Fred
Harvey's Indian Southwest in
the Santa Fe Railway exhibit
at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San
Francisco in 1915. A central
plaque describes this living
diorama that includes a
weaver as well as various Navajo artists from the reservation as "A Typical Navajo
Winter." The Santa Fe Railroad logo is prominently displayed on the right side of
the exhibit. The sign at the
left introduces Elle and reads
"Elle of Ganado, Ariz., the
noted Navajo weaver who
uses this loom has woven
special blankets for President Taft and Ex-President
Rooseve It."
The
large
borderless weaving with serrated lines suggests that it
was an eye-dazzler even
though the colors are not
known.
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Figure 15. National Archives, Washington, D.C. Elle, spinning wool, sits in
front of the partially completed blanket she made for President Taft in 1911. This
bordered rug made of hand-spun yarn is characteristic of the early 1900s.
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Figure 16. Fray Angelico Chavez History Library, Museum of New Mexico,
Santa Fe. Neg. No. 89390. An elderly Elle (seated) and Tom (standing at far left)
pose with two yo~ng Navajo girls in the Indian Museum at the Alvarado Hotel,
circa 1920.
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NOTES
I. Shelby 1. Tinsdale, "Southwestern Indian Arts and Crafts as Commodities:
Introduction," Journal of the Southwest 38:4 (Winter 1966),387.
2. A brief note on the use of "Navajo" as a descriptor for members of the Navajo
Nation: this paper is concerned with Anglo depictions of Indian artisans at the turn
of the century. At that time and in that context, the term Navajo was in general
use by Anglos. More recently, with respect for Indian preferences, the term Dine
has become the descriptor of choice. In keeping with the period covered by this
essay, I have chosen to stay with the historical usage of "Navajo" and beg the
forbearance of those preferring otherwise.
3. J. L. Hubbell from Ganado, Arizona (Navajo Reservation), often acted as an
agent finding off-reservation employment for Indian people who wished to work
in the Anglo economy. Hubbell introduced Elle and Tom, her husband, to Harvey
Company Indian Department managers. Because Elle and Tom were from the area
near Ganado and came to work through the' auspices of Hubbell at Ganado, the
location was added as a last name. At times, they were referred to as Elle Ganado
and Tom Ganado.
4. Tom Driebe, In Search of the Wild Indian: Photographs and Life Works by
Carl and Grace Moon (Moscow, Pennsylvania: Maurose Publishing Company, 1997).
During World War I, Karl Moon changed the spelling of his first name to Carl. The
author has corresponded the spelling of Moon's name to the time period in which
she discusses his work.
5. William Webb and Robert A. Winstein, Dwellers at the Source: Southwestern
Indian Photographs of A. C. Vroman, 1895-1904 (New York: Grossman Publishers, 1973), 157,202. Vroman joined the Museum-Gates Expedition, under the
leadership of Peter Goddard Gates, from 17 July to 30 August 1901. He photographed many Navajos. This series of photos of Elle may have been taken at
Hubbell's Trading Post in Ganado.
6. Photograph, "Indians-Navajo, Arts and Customs-weaving-Iooms," Hulbert
Western Illustration Collection, Denver Public Library, Denver, Colorado.
7. Karl Moon, Photographic Studies of Indians (Grand Canyon, Arizona: Fred
Harvey EI Tovar Studio, 1910), 14, Arizona Collection, Hayden Library, Arizona
State University, Tempe, Arizona.
8. "The Alvarado Hotel," Albuquerque Journal-Democrat, 21 June 1911. "During the ten years that the curio and museum have been located in Albuquerque,
more than three million five hundred thousand p'ostcards have been mailed out to
various parts of the world. Each card bore a view of the Indian and Mexican
Building or Tom and Elle, the famous Navajos or some picturesque photograph."
9. Kathleen L. Howard and Diana F. Pardue, Inventing the Southwest: The Fred
Harvey Company and Native American Art (Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland Press,
1996), 60.
10. Deschennie Nez Tracy, interview with author, Ganado, Arizona, 23 October
1992 (translated by Kathleen Tabaha). Fred Harvey Papers, The Heard Museum,
Phoenix, Arizona. Tracy stated that "Elle was really light complected, her skin
was pinkish." He believed she might have been conceived when her mother was
living at Fort Sumner. He recalled that she was related to some "Mexicans." The
word "Mexican" was used interchangeably by the Navajos with the word "Spanish,"
but could also mean mestizo.
II. "The Indian and Mexican Building," (Kansas City: n.p., n.d.), "Fred Harvey"
1904/22293, Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 1881-1907, RG75,
National Archives, Washington, D.C. This brochure accompanied a cover letter
from J. F. Huckel, Fred Harvey Company, to Estelle Reel, Superintendent of Indian
Schools, 31 March 1904.
12. Howard Gruehl, "Like Stories About Indians? Tom and Elle-Navajos," Illustrated World (November 1922), 418. However, Elle was culturally identified as
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Navajo. She spoke only the Navajo language and her weaving also represented the
Navajo culture.
13. George Wharton James, Indian Blankets and Their Makers (Chicago: A. C.
McClurg & Co., 1914), lIS, 121. Also Charles Avery Amsden, Navajo Weaving: Its
Technic and History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949), 26.
This unidentified photo of Elle is actually one of the series A. C. Vroman took of
her in 1901. J. L. Hubbell Papers, Box 35, "H" Business Correspondence, Special
Collections, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.
14. Herman Schweizer to Huckel, (n.d.), The Fred Harvey Papers, Herman
Schweizer Business Correspondence, The Heard Museum, Phoenix, Arizona.
15. Deschennie Tracy and Rose Tracy, interview with author, Ganado, Navajo
Reservation, 23 October 1992; Clara Kinlincheenie, interview with author, near
Wheatfields, Arizona, 23 October 1992; Paul Willie, interview with author, Teec
Nos Pos, Navajo Reservation, 14 July 1993. Copies of these interviews are located
in the Fred Harvey Collection at the Heard Museum, Phoenix, Arizona. Interviews
with Navajo people who knew Elle when they were children were recorded by the
author and transcribed. Kathleen Tabaha of Hubbell's Trading Post National Historic Site suggested individuals to be interviewed and accompanied the author on
expeditions across the Navajo Reservation, acting in the capacity of translator and
culture broker. Without her work, it would have been impossible to acquire this
information about Elle. Kathy has the author's sincerest appreciation and thanks.
16. (Gallup) McKinley County Republican, 30 April 1903.
17. Albuquerque Journal-Democrat, 3 May 1903.
18. "The Indian and Mexican Building," n.p.
19. A Ibuquerque Journal-Democrat, 10 May 1903.
20. David F. Myrick, New Mexico s Railroads: A Historical Survey (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1990),236.
21. For more information on Harvey Girls, see Leslie Poling-Kempes, The Harvey
Girls: Women Who Opened the West (New York: Paragon House, 1989) and Mary
Lee Spence, "Waitresses in the Trans-Mississippi West: 'Pretty Waiter Girls,'
Harvey Girls, and Union Maids," in The Women's West, ed. Susan Armitage arid
Elizabeth Jameson (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987), 219-34.
22. C. A. Higgins, To California: Over the Santa Fe Trail (Chicago: Passenger
Department of the Santa Fe Railway, 1903), 34-36.
23. Exhibit "A-4" attached to "Agreement Between the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway Company and Fred Harvey at Albuquerque, December 22, 1938,
the AT&SF. Ry. Co.'s Station GroUllds at Albuquerque (to scale)." Many thanks to
Vern Glover, Santa Fe, New Mexico, for providing this copy.
24. Lawrence Clark Powell, Southwestern Book Trails: A Reader's Guide to the
Heartland of New Mexico and Arizona (Albuquerque: Horn & Wallace Publishers,
1963), 203. Powell wrote, "Where do I take my stand when I survey the' Southwest? It is at the heart that I take my stand; at the heart of hearts, the cor cordium,
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, that ancient crossing of the Rio Grande. I will be even
more precise and say just where it would be in Albuquerque: on the station platform
of the Alvarado, one of the last of the Harvey Houses and the most beauti ful of
them all, old gray stucco with the turquoise trim, its cool courts and'shady patios
inviting siesta, its Indian Museum packed with old Pueblo artifacts, its slow heartbeat the coming and going of the Santa Fe trains."
25. Mack Sennett (director), The Tourists (Keystone Production Company, 1912).
26. Etta Gifford Young, "The Weavers," Arizona (1914), 4. Many thanks to
Martha Blue for bringing this article to my attention.
27. Kathleen L. Howard and Marta Weigle, The Great Southwest of the Fred
Harvey Company an'd the Santa Fe Railway (Phoenix, Arizona: The Heard Museum, 1996), 219-26.
28. Leah Collette Dilworth, "Imagining the Primitive: Representations of Native Americans in the Southwest, 1880-1930" (Ph.D. diss., Yale University, 1992),
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101-3. In 1996, Dilworth's dissertation was published as Imagining Indians in the
Southwest: Persistent Visions of a Primitive Past (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 1996). The Tourists shows five seconds of footage of Elle smiling
while she cards woo!.
29. Howard Gruehl, "Like Stories About Indians?" 417-19. Like his wife, Tom
worked for the Fred Harvey Company for many years. ElIe's parents initially
rejected him as a suitor for their daughter because he already had seven wives.
Some Navajo men were polygymous during this period. Tom was tenacious and
even though he had neither sheep nor horses to offer for Elle's hand in marriage,
Gruehl romantically reported, "One fine June morning, only the tracks of his
favorite pony were left as payment for his stolen bride." Tom and Elle conceived
no children of their own; however, they cared for several of Tom's grandchildren.
30. Howard and Pardue, Inventing the Southwest, 46, 47, 105.
31. Huckel to Schweizer, 5 May 1905 and 13 August 1908, Herman Schweizer's
Business Correspondence, Fred Harvey Papers, Heard Museum, Phoenix, Arizona.
32. Kathy Tabaha, of the Hubbell Trading Post, and the author visited the site of
Elle and Tom's house at Round Top near the home of Mrs. Wauneka, one of Tom's
grandchildren on 23 October 1992. The foundations of the house are all that
remain.
33. "Tom of Ganado Has Pneumonia," Albuquerque Morning Journal, 3 October 1904.
34. For more information on the yei bei chei ceremony and Miguelito, see
Gladys A. Reichard, Navajo Medicine Man: Sand-Paintings and Legends of
Miguelito (San Francisco: Grabhorn Press, 1939). The ceremony-which lasted
several days-provided great curative powers and included the creation of sandpaintings. Reichard's book is a biography of Miguelito. She was commissioned to
write Navajo Medicine Man by Minnie Harvey Huckel in memory of her husband,
John Frederick Hucke!. Huckel and Schweizer established the Fred Harvey Indian
Department in Albuquerque, opening its offices on II May 1902. Schweizer was
responsible for encouraging Miguelito to record the details of the twenty chants
that appear in this book. The book was published in a limited edition of five
hundred copies and released in 1939. Slip cased and half-bound in leather, it sold
for $35 in 1939. In 1997 copies sell for prices between $900 and $1,200.
35. "Weird Ceremony for Curing of Tom of Ganado Performed by Miguelito,
Famous Medicine Man-Instant Improvement Noted," Albuquerque Morning Journal, 10 October 1904.
36. "Hopis Having the Biggest Times of Their Lives-Untutored Redskins Have
Room with a Bath," Albuquerque Morning Journal-Democrat, I December 1909.
37. "Nampeyo and Her Fellow Hopis Arrive Here," Albuquerque Morning Journal, 16 November 1910.
38. "Indians to See the Sights Here for a Day," Albuquerque Morning Journal,
7 December 1910.
39. "Tom and Elle Back from the Wilds of the Navajo Land," Albuquerque
Morning Journal, 5 November 1905; "Elle of Ganado is Victim of Mean Sneak
Thief," Albuquerque Morning Journal, 8 March 1908.
40. "San Francisco, PPIE," Fred Harvey Photograph Collection, Special Collections, University of Arizona, Tucson.
41. Blueprint for "The Grand Cafton of Arizona," site plan only, 4 March 1913,
folder "Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe," box 10 I, CA 190, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, California.
42. Roger Lea McBride, ed., West From Home: Letters of Laura Ingalls Wilder to
A lmanzo Wilder-San Francisco 1915 (New York: Harper and Row, 1965), 38.
Wilder's description depicts the interest and curiosity of visitors to exhibits where
Indian people appeared. It also indicates viewpoints typical of the era. She looked
at another culture through an Anglo-biased prism. While Wilder admittedly enjoyed viewing the ways of another culture, she imposed her value system upon
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what she saw.
43. Howard and Pardue, Inventing the Southwest, 72.
44. "Renowned Navajo Weaver Passes to Happy Hunting Ground," The Santa Fe
Magazine (February 1924), 42, 43.
45. Kathy M'Closkey, "Marketing Multiple Myths: The Hidden History of Navajo Weaving," Journal of the Southwest 36 (1994), 186-220.
46. On a recent rim-to-rim hike across the Grand Canyon, the author stopped at
the canteen at' Phantom Ranch and was able to purchase reproductions of the sets
of Fred Harvey playing cards originally issued in 1911. Elle appears on three of
these playing cards.
47. The author is grateful to Ann Marshall, Director of Research and Interpretation at the Heard Museum, Phoenix, Arizona, for providing the comments about
the textiles in the photo captions.
48. Powell, Southwestern Book Trails, 203.
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Gilberto Espinosa Prize 1998
Dr. Michael C. Meyer and doctoral candidate Michael M. Brescia have
been selected by the Board of Editors as the recipients of the 1998 Gilberto
Espinosa Award for the best article of Volume 73 of the New Mexico
Historical Review. Meyer and Brescia's article "The Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo as a Living Document: Water and Land Use Issues in Northern New
Mexico" appeared in the October 1998 issue.
Dr. Meyer is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of
Arizona. He received his Ph.D. at the University ofNew Mexico and he is an
expert in Latin American and Mexican history. He is the distinguished author
of several books, including The Career ofPascual Orozco, Jr.: A Case
Study ofa Mexican Revolutionist, The Course ofMexican History, and
Water in the Hispanic Southwest: A Social and Legal History, 1550-1850.
Brescia is a doctoral candidate and instructor in the Department of History
at the University of Arizona. His research interests include Hispanic water
rights and the history of the church in colonial Mexico.
Gilberto Espinosa, researcher, writer, well-known New Mexico lawyer
and strong supporter of New Mexico state history, served as a consultant to
the New Mexico Historical Review for many years. Following his death in
1983, Mr. Espinosa's family and friends established the award in his honor.
This is the thirteenth year for the award, which includes a $100 prize.
Previous winners include John O. Baxter, Robert M. Utley, Jake Spidle,
RobertA. Trennert, John P. Wilson, Martin Ridge, Richard E. Ahlborn, G.
Emlen Hall, Elvis E. Fleming, and Nancy Hanks.
Subscriptions to the New Mexico Historical Review, a scholarly
journal affiliated with the University ofNew Mexico, are $28 a year, $50 for
sponsors, and $100 for patrons. For information on the journal, or to
subscribe, write to the New Mexico Historical Review, 1013 Mesa Vista Hall,
University ofNew Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-1186, or call
(505) 277-5839.

Albuquerque, New Mexico, or Anywhere,
USA?: Historic Preservation and the
Construction of Civic Identity
JUDY MA TTIVI MORLEY

In American mythology, the West means a frontier of wide open spaces,
not urban skylines. Yet after World War II, the West was the most urban region of the nation, with more than halfofthe United States' fastest growing cities between 1950 and 1980. 1 The war transformed the
West from a region dependent on eastern capital to a center of an urban-based, global economy. As western cities grew, they became more
architecturally and culturally similar to the East. 2 Western tourism also
increased after World War II, and post-war travelers expected to find
the "Wild West" of popular culture. 3 In this era of overwhelming expansion and increasing tourism, western cities faced the problem of
defining a regional identity. Although regional character is usually taken
for granted, the post-war milieu c.aused newcomers to the urban West
consciously to seek a sense ofplace. 4 The combination of growth, standardization, and tourism potential led western city planners to attempt
to define unique civic identities.
One tool city planners used to create civic identities in the postwar period was historic preservation. Although the relationship between
historic preservation and identity formation began in the nineteenth
century, the nature of historic preservation changed after World War
11. 5 Prior to the war, the people active in historic preservation were
elites trying to preserve their cultural authority: Boston Brahmins descended from wealthy textile merchants, progeny of southern planters,
millionaires like John D. Rockefeller and Henry Ford, and well-to-do
progressives wanting order in urban life. 6 Federal, state, and city agenJudy Mattivi Morley earned her M.A. in History from the University of Colorado at
Denver. She is currently a Ph.D. candidate at the University of New Mexico and will
be writing her dissertation on historic preservation in the West.
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cies did not enter the historic" preservation arena until the New Deal,
and then only in (a limited capacity.?
After 1945, urban expansion brought new players to the historic
preservation stage. As urban renewal programs of the 1950s and 1960s
threatened historic buildings in inner cities, urban residents formed
political coalitions to battle the business interests and government programs that were tearing down their neighborhoods. 8 Young, upwardlymobile professionals living downtown joined low-income, ethnic
residents and high-income residential investors to preserve historic
cityscapes from developers promoting highway rights-of-way, skyscrapers, and parking lots. 9 Because many of the preservationists were newcomers to the city, they shaped historic districts based on their
expectations for the city, preserving architecture and neighborhoods
that fit their preconceived notions of the region. Thus, preservationists
in New Orleans protected the French Quarter, while in Santa Fe preservationists maintained Pueblo style architecture. 'o
As the desirability of historic buildings for residential and investment property increased, city planners implemented policies to create
and govern historic districts. By establishing historic districts, city planners exerted some control over ethnically diverse and unwieldy postwar cities. Historic districts could be regulated more easily than
privately-developed property. City commissions could dictate architectural styles and building usage more comprehensively in a historic district than they could elsewhere in a city. II With governmental support
from local to national levels, the number of historic districts in the
United States escalated. In 1955, only twenty cities had historic district
commissions; by 1982, historic districts existed in nine hundred cities
nationwide. 12
Historic districts also proved profitable, especially with the advent
of "heritage tourism." Defined as tourism based on an area's history,
heritage tourism became a major economic consideration for city planners as historic districts multiplied. These districts catered to tourists
by allocating old buildings for commercial uses. Thus, nineteenth-century warehouses became bookstores, and old blacksmiths' shops found
new life as gift emporia. Visitors frequented historic districts to partake of the city's heritage as well as to shop and dine, thus reinforcing
a city's identity by commodifying and displaying it. The economic viability of historic areas created by tourism further convinced city planners to change policy away from urban renewal and in favor of historic
preservation, especially in the West, where urban economies depended
increasingly on" out-of-town visitors. 13 Santa Fe's plaza area and
Denver's Larimer Square developed from this impulse.
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A Case Study: Albuquerque, New Mexico
Albuquerque exemplifies the way city commissioners, planners, and
historic preservationists used historic preservation to create a civic identity after World War II. Albuquerque originated in 1706 as a Spanish
village along the Rio Grande. The village was a small, agricultural settlement when the United States took control of New Mexico with the 1848
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Growth in Albuquerque remained slow
until the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad arrived in 1880. The
railroad's owners built the depot one-and-a-half miles southeast of
Albuquerque's plaza, creating two towns: Hispanic Old Town and Anglo
New Town. 14 After 1880, New Town grew like a relatively typical western railroad town, although it was set against the unique geographic'
and cult.ural landscape of New Mexico, Boomtown conditions of the
nineteenth century gave Albuquerque a western identity, while Native
American pueblos and Hispanic villages along the Rio Grande enhanced
that identity to give residents of Albuquerque a sense of living in a
place unlike other western cities. Although the ,arrival of the railroad
brought Anglo American settlers and supplies from the East, growth
was slow enough that people arriving in the region in the early twentieth century still felt a strong sense of place. IS
,
Like its western neighbors, Albuquerque experienced in'credible
growth at mid-century, which weakened the city's historic cultural identity. Albuquerque led the nation in proportional population gain for the
decade of the 1940s, with the population doubling between 1940 and
1950, and again between 1950 and 1960. 16 One factor in Albuquerque's
expansion was its position as part of the Sun belt. The sunny climate
and booming economy created by Department of Defense installations
brought people to the Sunbelt in unprecedented numbers in the 1950s. 17
Sandia National Laboratories and Kirtland Air Force Base emerged as
major employers in Albuquerque. With the population boom, Albuquerque sprawled to the north and east of the historic downtown. Growth
also changed the ethnic composition of the city, as arrivil).g Anglo
Americans soon outnumbered native Hispanics who had helped define
the region's identity.
The city's changing architecture 'also contributed to a breakdown
of identity. As national builders developed Albuquerque, the architecture and overall 10,ok of the city became indistinguishable from other
western and Sun belt cities. In 1954, Albuquerque's first International
Style skyscraper, the Simms Building, rose downtown. IS Residential
developers in the Northeast Heights also departed from the regional
building materials of stucco and adobe in favor of wood siding. With
the exception of the Watson subdivision, just east of Old Town, the
residential architecture of Albuquerque began to resemble that of Los
Angeles, Phoenix, or Denver. 19 The city's first strip mall, Nob Hill,

~
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along East Central Avenue, went up at the edge of town using a standardized art deco design popularized in southern California. 20
Additionally, urban renewal projects in Albuquerque changed the
character of the city. The Albuquerque City Commission initiated these
projects in the 1950s, trying to give the aging city a face-lift to attract
commerce back to downtown. The project had unintended consequences,
however, as the Commissioners approved the destruction of some of
Albuquerque's most distinctive buildings and further depopulated the
center city.2l In 1955, for example, developers bulldozed the historic
Castle Huning on West Central Avenue. The stately mansion had been
a symbol of Albuquerque's railroad era, but the City Commission let
potential development money influence their decision, and allowed the
landmark to be leveled. 22 The razing of Castle Huning caused nativeborn New Mexicans and newcomers alike to re-evaluate the policy of
unregulated development. 23
The City Commissioners were also concerned about the tourist
economy that spread throughout the West after 1945. The loss of historic landmarks such as Castle Huning threatened Albuquerque's tourist potential. Clyde Tingley, the chairman of the City Commission during
the 1950s, understood the importance of a regional image to the city's
tourist economy. Tingley had been chairman of the City Commission
during the 1920s, giving himself the ex-officio title "Mayor of Albuquerque." He went on to serve two terms as governor of New Mexico,
from 1935 to 1939, then returned to his position as chairman of the
Albuquerque City Commission in the 1940s and 1950s. Tingley worked
to bring New Deal money to the state, and to improve Albuquerque so
that it would be a place where people wanted to live and visit. 24 The
city already had a viable tourist trade, channeled through the heart of
downtown by Route 66 (Central Avenue). The loss of landmarks along
the way threatened the character of the city, however,' precisely at a
time when "heritage tourism" was growing nationwide.
Reacting to the significant changes of growth, homogenization, and
tourism potential, the City Commission began looking for ways to preserve the uniqueness of Albuquerque. According to former Albuquerque planning director Jack Leaman, growth had to be controlled to
preserve "the special sense of place and diversity of life styles which
make Albuquerque different from other major growth cities." Leaman
also expressed his hope that Albuquerque would not become just another Phoenix, Dallas, Denver, or 'Anywhere, USA.'25 In this capacity,
historic preservation helped Albuquerque manufacture a civic identity.
The identity the City Commission hoped to adopt was that of Old Town,
which in 1945 still lay outside the city limits in unincorporated
Bernalillo County. In 1949 the City Commission annexed Old Town,
and in 1957 designated it as the city's first historic zone. By designating the Old Town Historic Zone, a coalition of City Commissioners,
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Old Town property owners, and historic preservationists established
political control over Old Town in order to create a distinctive civic
identity for Albuquerque and to promote tourism in the city. The irony
was that the identity preserved in Old Town was not the identity being
lost to development, but rather a created identity based on preconceived
notions of the area's heritage.
Reuniting a Divided City
Until 1949, Albuquerque was two towns, sharing a name but otherwise separated by distance, ethnicity, architecture, and economics. The
original village of Alburquerque, spelled with two "r"s, began in 1706
as a Spanish settlement along the Rio Abajo, or "lower river" region of
the Rio Grande valley. Named for the Duke of Alburquerque, Viceroy
of New Spain, the villa grew as the garrison for all the settlements in
the Rio Abajo.26 The plaza stood where it does today, five hundred yards
from the Rio Grande to minimize the risk of flooding. With the exception of San Felipe de Neri Church, the buildings on the plaza were predominantly homes of settlers who farmed the land between the town
and the river. In the 1790 Spanish gensus, occupations of Old Town
residents varied from sheepherder to sexton, but there was not a merchant in the bunchY
The town did not grow until the 1820s, when Alburquerque benefited from the Santa Fe trade. Although the trade did not venture south
along the Camino Real to Alburquerque until the markets to the north
were saturated in the late 1820s, the introduction of American goods
caused a spurt of growth on the plaza, and merchants and store fronts
became common sights in Old Town. The American presence in Albuquerque became official in 1846, after General Stephen Watts Kearney
marched into Santa Fe during the Mexican-American. War and peacefully claimed New Mexico for the United States. Sometime after the
arrival of the Americans, the first "r" was dropped from Albuquerque's
name.
The American acquisition of New Mexico, formalized under the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, brought Albuquerque under the dominance not only of the United States government, but also of American
land _speculators and merchants following the frontier. Although some
settled around Old Town, many pioneers had bigger plans for Albuquerque. In 1880, speculators convinced representatives of the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad to. build the rail depot one-and-a-half
miles southeast of the plaza. Drawn in part by the financially attractive
deals offered by land speculators like Franz Huning, the railroad rscpresentatives also shunned a location near Old Town for fear of flC;-oding.
Indeed, an 1872 flood had devastated the plaza, wiping out a number of
buildings. In 1881 the first train arrived at the new settlement, also
called Albuquerque, and New Town was on its way to dominance over
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Old Town. After 1880, New Town became the political and economic
center of the region, while Old Town reverted to a predominantly residential and farming settlement.
There was an ethnic dimension to the split city as well. New Town
was overwhelmingly Anglo, with capital, goods, and settlers coming
from the United States. The architecture and layout of New Town looked
like other western railroad boom towns. The photos of early New Town
show Victorian-style two-story buildings, false fronts, and a simple grid
pattern of the streets. 28 Old Town, in the meantime, remained more ethnically diverse and representative of the tri-cultural heritage of the region. Although most residents were native-born Hispanics, some
American immigrants, like Herman Blueher, built houses around the
plaza. By 1900, the plaza was a mixture of traditional, low-slung adobe
buildings with portales, Territorial-style brick buildings with flat roofs
and dentated cornices, and Queen Anne brick homes, complete with
gables and gingerbread trim. 29
The two settlements grew separately until the 1940s, when New
Town launched a campaign to annex Old Town. The annexation movement was part of a greater strategy to consolidate surrounding settlements into Albuquerque. Beginning in 1943, the City Commission
sought jurisdiction over nearby communities, purporting to provide
those areas with city services. Because of restrictions on incorporation,
annexation was also the primary way that the City of Albuquerque could
grow. 30
Motives for annexing Old Town went beyond growth and services,
however. Converging with Albuquerque's consolidation strategy was
an ethos the anthropologist Renato Rosaldo called "imperialist nostalgia." In studies of cultures around the world, Rosaldo found that citizens of imperial powers have a longing for the traditional culture of a
region, especially "a culture they had intentionally altered. People mourn
the passing of what they have transformed. "31 While perhaps too heated
a term, imperialist nostalgia suggests how Albuquerque's city government, and how Anglo residents of New Town in general, felt about Old
Town. As New Town grew at the end of the nineteenth century, there
was very little interest in the old plaza area. If business or political
leaders paid any attention to it at all, they viewed the plaza as competition to the growing railroad town. By 1945, however, it was clear that
Old Town posed no threat to New Town. The Anglo-dominated downtown had been the center of economic and political power for six decades, and the plaza was little more than a residential backwater
compared to the urban behemoth to the southeast. Once New Town's
dominance was ensured, however, residents and politicians began to
long for an association with that old Hispanic village. Indeed, Commissioner Clyde Tingley argued for annexation on the grounds that "the
city of Albuquerque will get a historical background of great impor-
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tance ... we could advertise that the city was founded in 1706."32
Annexation, however, was not as popular in Old Town as it was in
New Town. Residents of Old Town did not want to pay higher city taxes
and lose local control. New Town's City Commission tried three times
to bring Old Town under city jurisdiction before finally succeeding.
In its first attempt, the City Commission justified annex"ation under
an ordinance allowing the city to annex areas of less than five acres
without a vote. Residents stopped this, however, since Old Town was
over twenty acres. 33
The second attempt came in the form of a petition of property owners claiming to advocate annexation. This petition caused a furor in the
City Commission. Initially, property owners signing"the petition represented over 54 percent of the land of Old Town, more than the simple
majority needed for annexation. Old Town. residents who had signed
the petition however, almost immediately claimed that they did not fully
understand what they were signing. They believed they were signing a
petition for "improved city services," not realizing that meant annexation to New Town and the corresponding taxes. 34 The City Commission appointed a three-member Board of Arbitration, composed of two
city commissioners and the Old Town residents' lawyer, G. W. Hannett,
to review the validity of petition signatutes. 35 The Commission set a
time limit of two weeks for the review. At the end of the time limit, the
. Board of Arbitration requested a one-week extension. The City Commission denied it, claiming that any delay would give opponents of
annexation another week to convince petitioners to withdraw their signatures. Hannett resigned in protest, but the now two-member Board of
Arbitration declared the petition valid anyway. The next day, the Commission annexed Old Town, passing the resolution by the close vote of
three to two. Old Town residents immediately filed a lawsuit against
the city.36
Finally, to settle the dispute, the City Commission held an election
on annexation in Old Town. Old Town voters elected three members to
a new seven-member Board of Arbitration. The City Commission also
appointed three members, and a district judge chose the seventh member. Six candidates ran for the three positions from Old Town, half in
favor of annexation, half opposed. When the election returns were tallied, Old Town residents voted two-to-one against annexation, with antiannexation candidates receiving 395 votes to the pro-annexation
candidates' 178 votes. 37 Despite the election of opponents to annexation to the Board of Arbitration, the other four members voted to uphold the city's annexation declaration, and Old Town became part of
the city in 1949.
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Establishing a Historic Zone
Annexing Old Town was only the first step in creating a civic identity. Next, the city had to preserve the plaza's uniqueness and keep it
from falling prey to the development occurring throughout the city.
During the 1950s, Old Town residents witnessed signs of growth for
the first time since the 1880 civic split. The City Planning Commission, which was established in 1953, was overwhelmed with zoning and
signage issues in Old Town by the second half of the decade. 38 Growth
in Old Town prompted some residents to lobby the Planning Commission for zoning protection. 39
A group of Old Town property owners had already formed a community in favor of maintaining the historic character of the plaza and
environs. Nelda Sewell, who owned La Placita Restaurant in the historic Armijo House, and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bennett, who ran shops
out of the Springer House, had been vital in establishing the Albuquerque Historical Society. Richard Bennett served as its first president in
1947. 40 In 1950, Robert Hooton and his wife Margaret moved to Albuquerque and bought the Fred Stueckel house at 306 San Felipe. They
joined Sewell and the Bennetts in trying to preserve the character of
the old neighborhood. According to Hooton, they wanted to maintain
the "small-town atmosphere" of the area. 41
The property owners of this community, however, differed from
the Hispanic community centered on the congregation of San Felipe
Church. Sewell, the Bennetts, and the Hootons belonged to a set of predominantly Anglo newcomers whose property concentrated around the
plaza. They had a different perspective on the character of Old Town
than the native residents. The way these Anglo preservationists wanted
to protect the area was through city control, specifically through the
regulation of architectural changes that might alter the look of the plaza
and threaten property values. Although major architectural changes had
to be approved by the city's Board of Adjustment, the Anglo residents
feared that the Board's ignorance of historic architecture would dramatically change the area.
The chair of the Board of Adjustment, Hugh Graham, also realized
the need for both an expert in historic architecture and more city control over Old Town. The formal creation of the Old Town historic zone
began when Hooton approached the Board of Adjustment about architectural changes to his building. Breaking with tradition, Hooton wanted
to restore the western Victorian gingerbread trim around the front of
his building. Because most of the changes to buildings in the area were
in the Pueblo Revival style, Hooton's proposal was inconsistent with
the rest of the plaza. The Board approved Hooton's plans, but the incongruity of the change prompted Graham to support stronger city regulation in Old Town. 42
Hooton and other local historic preservationists, with the sanction
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of the Board of Adjustment, proposed a change in the zoning laws in
1956 to protect the historic architecture of Old Town. After studying
the possibilities, the Planning Commission created a new zoning category for historic districts, "H" zones, in 1957. Although not nearly as
controversial as annexation, the establishment of an "H" zone in Old
Town did not pass without opposition. Nick Garcia, a native property
owner around the plaza, opposed the historic district, mainly because
of the restrictions it put on land usage. Garcia owned "Nick's Wood
Lot," next, door to his residence, and feared that the "H" zone ordinance would keep him from promoting his business effectively.43 ,
Opposition appeared during the public hearing on the zoning change.
The minutes record a large group of "native residents" at the hearing.
Mr. Doloritas Lucero, 416 Romero Street NW, rose to object to
the establishment of a Historical Zone. He felt that Old Town
is "getting along all right as it is, so why not leave it alone." He
also objected to the inclusions of the word "color" as written
into the ordinance. 44
Residents also protested the fact that there were no representatives from
Old Town on the City Board of Adjustment. At the end of the hearing,
however, the only victory scored by opponents of the "H" zone was the
removal of the words "color"',and "texture" from the ordinance. 45 The
, law passed the City Commission with ease, although it did not make
much of a splash with the general public. The day after the City Commission adopted the law, the Albuquerque Journal ran a small, twoparagraph article on page fifteen, announcing the creation of the Old
Town historic zone along with another zoning change. 46 Hardly an auspicious beginning.
After establishing the "H" zone, the Planning Commission formed
an advisorycornmittee to consult on proposed architectural changes
within the zone. Bob Hooton was instrumental in creating that group,
called the Old Town Advisory Committee (aTAC). In conjunction with
the Planning Commission, Hooton chose committee members who were
"authorities on preservation." The ethnic and socioeconomic composition of the OTAC, however, resembled New Town more than it did Old
Town. The committee had only one resident of Old Town, Pete Duran,
who was also the only member of Hispanic heritage. 47 Otherwise, architects, an art history professor, and historic preservationists filled the
committee. Initially, the aTAC merely advised the Board of Adjustment on the propriety of structural alterations. 48 The aTAC became an
autonomous city board in 1967, however, called the Old Town Architectural Review Board (aTARB), with the power to make final decisions on architectural changes in Old Town.
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Inventing a Common Heritage
With historic Old Town under city control, New Town had to create a heritage in Old Town that reinforced the identity that city planners, commissioners, and preservationists wanted to project. In the last
twenty years, cultural historians have argued for a distinction between
"history" and "heritage." "Heritage," historian Michael Kammen suggests, differs from "history" in that it celebrates only those aspects of
history agreed upon and valued by a group, leaving out any problematic information. Thus, "heritage" recreates the past as a time of innocence and consensus. 49 Heritage. is mythic, using symbols rather than
facts to convey historical meaning. 50 Historian David Lowenthal compares heritage to religious faith; people have no real proof that the events
occurred, but accept them based on a feeling that they must be true. 51
Heritage also forms shared memories, and in this capacity, facilitates
identity formation. 52 One need not be a Hispanic villager, for example,
to adopt the heritage of a Spanish-colonial past.
Thus, residents of greater Albuquerque used Old Town as part of
their regional identity by co-opting (and in part inventing) the district's
heritage. Although none of the members of the Planning Commission
lived in Old Town or had Hispanic surnames, they resolved that
Whereas, the original site of the City now referred to as "Old
Town" is the repository of history, the field of legend, a reverent spot-one to be preserved, to be seen, to be experienced by
Americans as one of the matrices of their civilization ... BE IT
RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COMMISSION [appoints the
Advisory Committee to aid in] ... [p ]roviding for public facilities and improvements to enhance the availability, protect
the historic monuments, preserve the character, and maintain
the integrity of this ancient community for future generations
to enjoy.53
Similarly, the City Commission, in passing the Old Town Historic Zone
ordinance, claimed that preservation was "to promote the cultural and
economic general welfare."54 Clearly, Albuquerqueans were to adopt
Old Town as part of their birthright.
Establishing heritage meant inventing a tradition. Invented traditions usually mask fundamental political and social changes. 55 Although
Old Town was supposed to appear as it had in the nineteenth century,
for example, the power dynamic was dramatically different. Power in
Old Town had shifted from Hispanic local control to Anglo city control. Economic power changed, also, as fewer native Hispanics owned
property around the plaza by the late 1950s. According to city directories, the Hispanic population in 1957 was concentrated farther away
from the plaza, north of Church Street, than it had been in 1940. Fewer
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The Manuel Springer house in 1999. The Queen Anne style is still barely visible on
the second story. Photo courtesy of the author.

people lived around the plaza in general, as owners of historic homes
sold or converted them to shops and restaurants. In 1957, the names of
shop owners listed in the city directories were generally non-Hispanic
names. The nature of businesses around the plaza changed as well.
Whereas in 1940 there had been a locksmith, printer, interior decorator, and grocery store alongside the gift shops around the plaza, by 1969
the groceries and community-based businesses were north of the church,
leaving the area around the plaza more concentrated with curio shops,
Indian trading posts, and Mexican-food restaurants. 56
Since Old Town was no longer a quaint Hispanic village, the people
promoting Old Town as the mainstay of Albuquerque's heritage had to
re-invent it as one. Invented traditions take materials from the past with
symbolic power and graft them onto the present to give the illusion of
continuity.57 Old Town only worked as a basis for regional identity, for
example, if it appeared, visually and culturally, like a nineteenth-century Spanish village. Thus, City Commissioners, the aTARB, and the
Old Town Association of Merchants used architecture as their primary
symbols. By standardizing the style of buildings around the plaza, these
groups invented a tradition in Old Town. 58
Invented traditions, ironically, claim authenticity. Although visitors to an area crave authenticity, a facsimile will usually do. 59 According to New York Times architectural critic Ada Louise Huxtable,
inventing traditions in historic districts set up a Catch-22. Once designated, a historic district begins a process of "homogenization, an eco c
nomic, cultural, and physical upgrading in which everything is made to
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The rectory of San Felipe de Neri Church, c. 1920. Stucco replaced the brick and
vines in the 1940s. Photo courtesy of the Albuquerque Museum, neg. no. 1978.50.13.

resemble what it might have once been-only better. "60 The contradictory implications of this phenomenon are illustrated in the ordinance
creating the historic zone. Although the law dictates acceptable architectural styles for Old Town, the ordinance is only concerned with the
way a building looks. The law's wording addresses only the elevations
of buildings, the use of external materials, and the overall facade. A
building does not need to be made of adobe to be considered historic. A
cement building with a stucco facade qualifies. 61
The "faked authenticity" of Old Town perpetuated the fallacy that
the area was an architectural snapshot of an earlier day. Although the
historic zone portrayed a previous era, the buildings revealed more about
the 1950s than the 1880s, the decade supposedly preserved in Old
Town. 62 Old Town in 1957 looked considerably different than the village of the nineteenth century. The primary difference was that the building exteriors were more homogeneous by the 1950s than they had been
in the 1880s. From the Progressive Era through World War II, Pueblo
Revival architecture was the dominant style in New Mexico. Pueblo
Revival was part of the picturesque tradition in American architecture,
and emphasized the use of local materials and vernacular stylesY New
Mexico's most famous architect, John Gaw Meem, added Territorial
and art deco influences to Spanish and Pueblo styles, creating the Territorial Revival style, which quickly became the unofficial architecture
of the state, especially in Santa Fe. 64 Property owners in Old Town followed the trend, renovating buildings to reflect the popularity of the
Pueblo and Territorial Revival styles. Since Bernalillo County did not
require building permits for most minor renovations, it is impossible to
know when the buildings on the plaza were altered, but photographic
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The rectory of the Church in 1999. Photo courtesy of the author.

.evidence suggests that the bulk of the changes occurred between the
1940s and mid-1950s. 65
Thus, the Old Town preserved by the aT ARB did not faithfully
represent the way it looked before the turn of the century, but rather
was much more architecturally uniform. Around the turn of the century, for example, brick Queen Anne houses shared the plaza with Prairie Style homes, Italianate stores, and buildings with Greek Revival
trim. The Rectory of San Felipe de Neri Church began as a one-story
adobe building, but had a brick second story and a wooden verandah
added in the 1880s. In the 1940s, the wood was turned into an adobe
portal and the brick was stuccoed. 66 The Manuel Springer house, on the
corner of South Plaza and Romero, came into existence in 1913 as a
brick Queen Anne house, complete with gabled roof and projecting bay
windows. In 1943, Mr. and Mrs. Ri'chard Bennett bought the house and
changed the first story to a Pueblo Revival style, while keeping the
second story truer to its Queen Anne look. The second story is now
hidden, however, behind a wooden portal that obscures any of the Queen
Anne portion of the building from the street. 67
Ironically, Cristobal Armijo built his house on South Plaza of adobe
carved to look like brick. Begun in 1880, the builder added a brick
second story in 1886. Armijo, a successful merchant who settled in Old
Town because of family ties, easily moved between Anglo and Hispanic worlds. He claimed he faked the brick construction of the first
floor, and added brick to the second, in order to make the building look
more pretentious. 68 Armijo's motivation shows how values in architecture have changed, and that the OTARB's guidelines were more con-

168 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1999

The Cristobal Armijo house, c. 1930. Notice the brick second story and the ornate,
Victorian-style trim on the porch. Photo coutesy of the Albuquerque Museum, neg. no.
1980.018.001.

The Cristobal Armijo house in 1999. The brick is now covered in stucco, and fake
vi gas adorn the porch. Photo courtesy of the author.
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The Herman Blueher house; c. 1900. This imposing structure was an ornate example
of the architecture popular in American cities around the turn of the century. Photo
courtesy of the Albuquerque Museum, neg. no. 1978.50.737.

The Herman Bleuher house in 1999. The flattened roof, stucco exterior, and portal
built to the street would make this building unrecognizable to the builder, but projects
the. appropriate southwestern style. Photo courtesy of the al!thor.
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gruent with contemporary ideas about the past rather than historical
architectural preferences.
The most radical change in architecture on the plaza, however, was
the Herman Blueher house at 302 San Felipe. Originally a brick Queen
Anne, this imposing structure would have been the pride of any Victorian American city. Separated from the street by a spacious yard, the
two-story building was further heightened by a gabled roof. The porch,
laden with gingerbread trim, surrounded the home on both stories. During the "puebloization" ofthe 1950s, however, new owners adapted the
home for use as a restaurant, and altered it radically. They flattened the
gabled roof, creating a Territorial look. They removed porches, as well
as all window trimming. Finally, the new owners built an extension on
the first floor, bringing it right to the sidewalk and adding a low-slung,
covered, wooden portal. This building would be completely unrecognizable to Herman Blueher. 69
By preserving a homogenized exterior, the Old Town Architectural
Review Board created the illusion that Albuquerque was now culturally homogeneous as well. Uniform architectural styles reduced any
signs of cultural contestation. Buildings of both Anglo and Hispanic
architecture might imply the uncomfortable phenomenon of conquest.
By assigning Hispanics in Albuquerque a place in the city's past, city
institutions and Anglo Albuquerqueans could more easily ignore their
existence in the present. 70 The strategy of historicizing an ethnic group
denied the fact that Hispanics still lived, worked, and worshipped in
Old Town. The buildings became symbols of larger cultural systems
that ensured the hegemony of the dominant social powers. 71 Members
of the OTARB, for example, were the only ones "qualified and sympathetic enough with the problems of OldTown" to regulate the architecture, failing to consult native residents before establishing building
guidelines. 72
The OTARB members' decision to ignore the input of the residential community in Old Town proved to be a mistake. Centered around
San Felipe Church, the Hispanic community in Old Town maintained
its own identity, separate from the Anglo property owners allied with
the various city boards. Although some of the residents were merchants
who leased their plaza stores from absentee owners, many residents
shunned Albuquerque's promotion of Old Town altogether. 73 The residents and local merchants, however, united in opposition to the architectural restrictions required by the OTARB.
The conflict between Hispanic residents in Old Town and the Anglodominated OTARB erupted in 1978, in an incident fraught with ethnic
overtones. The disagreement pitted Father George Salazar and the congregation of San Felipe de Neri Church against Betty Sabo and the
OTARB. When a water leak damaged the front of the church, the Hispanic maintenance supervisor of San Felipe recommended to Father
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The Permastone around the entrance of San Felipe de Neri Church in 1999. Photo
courtesy of the author.
.

Salazar that it be repaired using Permastone, a synthetic building material widely used in Hispanic vernacular architecture, but not a building
material approved by the OTARB. Father Salazar agreed to the repair,
and parishioners donated the material and their time on a Saturday to
fix the church. Considering'this a repair, Father Salazar did not seek
approval from the OTARB before acting. When the chair of the OTARB,
Betty Sabo, heard of the alteration, she sent a zoning representative to
cite Father Salazar for failure to comply with the "H" zone ordinance.
A long court battle ensued.
The so-called "Permastone Controversy" illustrated the way OTARB
members de,nied Hispanics a role in determining the look of the neighborhood. When being interviewed about the controversy a year after it
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happened, Sabo quoted another OTARB member, Joe McKinney, as
saying that in the case of the church, the OTARB found itself "in a
position that we are trying to protect the culture of these people from
them."75 She went on to claim that San Felipe's congregation contained
Anglos, as well as Hispanics, and that the church should belong to all
of them, insinuating that historic preservation was for Anglos, not Hispanics. 76 When the interviewer, historian Chris Wilson, pointed out that
Permastone was widely used in private homes and vernacular architecture, Sabo countered by claiming she did not know of its being used in
the historic preservation of any churches, and therefore it was not an
acceptable material. 77
Passions were no cooler on the other side of the issue. Father Salazar
lambasted the "artists and architects" who wanted to keep everything
old just for appearances. "I'm not going to heat the church with coal
and wood, I'm going to heat it with gas ... I'm not going to put little
sheets of paper with lard on them in the windows and take out the windows, because that's the way they used to do them in the olden days."78
He pointed out that San Felipe was a living congregation, and that
congregants should be able to repair the church however they saw fit.
Finally, he invoked the separation of church and state, claiming that
the city government could not dictate the religious practices of people,
including how they fixed their church. 79
In 1978, the Albuquerque Municipal Court declared the OTARB
unconstitutional because its guidelines were too vague, and the
Permastone around the door of the church remained. The City Commission rewrote the "H" zone ordinance, re-organized the OTARB, and
renamed it the Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission, with
more specific guidelines and greater responsibilities. 74
The increasing success of tourism on the plaza exacerbated the
Permastone controversy. The OTARB had to maintain the illusion of
authenticity to appeal to tourists, so they strictly prohibited any vernacular changes. so The architects and city appointees on the OTARB
safeguarded the Anglo-invented tradition in Old Town against the vernacular tradition of the residents to create an area that resonated with
tourists' expectations. SI
Reinforcing Identity through Tourism
Heritage tourism was an important way for Albuquerque to solidify
its identity with a Spanish heritage. By commodifying Albuquerque's
image, the city's tourism bureau reinforced and broadcast that image.
To promote the city as a tourist destination, the tourism bureau exaggerated the area's Spanish flavor and portrayed the plaza as the center
of the city's activity. 82 A typical excerpt from a tourist brochure of the
1970s read, "Old Town is the heart and soul of Albuquerque's heritage,
where the first colonial families settled near the banks of the Rio Grande
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in 1706 ... There remains a tranquillity, a serenity about Old Town.
We welcome you to our neighborhood."83 Another brochure from 1980
suggested that visitors "take a walk thro'ugh history around
Albuquerque's Old Town Plaza, the serene village which has been the
focal point of the community since 1706."84
As the tourism bureau's advertising perpetuated Albuquerque's
image, non-residents accepted that definition of the city. An article in
the 1961 tourism section of the New York Times romanticized Old Town
the same way as the tourist literature published in Albuquerque. The
headline read, "Albuquerque's Old Town: Historic Site Recalls Era
When Both City and West Were Young." The article continued:
About two miles west of downtown Albuquerque and but a few
hundred yards from the banks of the Rio Grande is an image
lost in the capsule of time. It is Old Town ... Visiting Old
Town by day or night, one is aware of the sudden slowing of
time ... Many unusual glimpses of the past are to be had on
visits to the distinctive shops and restaurants that fringe the
Plaza,ss
Local merchants in Old Town joined the city's tourism bureau in
their promotion of the area. The Old Town Association of merchants
printed its own guide to the zone, highlighting the heritage of the plaza. 86
The Hispanic merchants even co-opted a little heritage themselves, sponsoring a Wild West-style gu'nfight on the plaza every Sunday afternoon
to bring locals and'visitors alike into their stores. 87
.
The merchants around the plaza also catered to tourists' expectations in the goods they carried. Old Town shops sold things that most
Americans associated with the region. 88 Indian jewelry, pottery, and
rugs became mainstays in plaza shops, along with toy drums, beaded
belts and leather barrettes. All this reinforced Albuquerque's southwestern image. It was not that merchants in New York could not market
kachina dolls-the dolls were made mostly in Japan and could be
shipped anywhere. Kachinas would not sell in New York, however, because they did not fit the public perception of the region.
The question of public perception in vending led to a controversy
in 1990 over who could sell jewelry under the portal of La Placita Restaurant. The merchants around the plaza and the Planning Commission
allowed Indians to sell jewelry off blankets laid out along the sidewalk,
similar to the practice in front of Santa Fe's Palace of the Governors.
Non-Native American vendors were not allowed permits to sell their
wares, however, because members of different city boards felt it would
jeopardize the authenticity of Albuquerque's "top tourist attraction."89
After non-Indian craftspeople from Mexico protested, the controversy
was solved with a change in the wording of the ordinance that allowed
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hand-made goods to be sold on the plaza, regardless of the ethnicity of
the craftsperson. The city hired a patrol officer, however, to regulate
the vendors and "protect ... the historic district's distinct flavor. "90
Although tourism in Old Town solidified Albuquerque's regional
identity, it also created something different from anything the founders
of the historic zone ever imagined. Historian Hal Rothman has called
tourism a "devil's bargain." According to Rothman, "[s]uccess creates
the seeds of its own destruction as more and more people seek the
experience of an 'authentic' place transformed to seem more 'authentic' ... these seekers of identity and amenity transform what they touch
beyond recognition. "91 Heritage tourism in Albuquerque commercialized urban space and co-opted cultural strategies for tourism and entertainment. 92 As an originator of the Old Town Advisory Committee, Bob
Hooton feels that the success of Old Town has been bittersweet. Instead of preserving the village atmosphere that attracted him and his
wife to the area, he helped create a tourist attraction that divided what
he perceived as a harmonious community.93
Despite the transforming influences of historic preservation in Old
Town, the historic zone did indeed create an identity for post-war Albuquerque. Although post-modern critics bemoan the commodification
of historic districts and the exploitative nature of economic relationships within them, historic zones preserve a city's historic exterior. 94
Instead of mass-produced, urban-renewal-inspired buildings in city centers, historic preservation allowed buildings to be recycled, creating
diversity within the cityscape. In the West, historic preservation provided a way to update a city's frontier heritage and incorporate it into a
civic identity.
Using historic preservation to create a civic identity for Albuquerque transformed Old Town. Just as anthropologists cannot help but
change the cultures they study, so historic preservationists cannot help
but transform the identity they seek to preserve. 95 As more Anglos from
New Town claimed Old Town as their own, the area not only lost local
political and economic control, but its uniqueness as well. It became
instead a repository for an invented architectural and cultural tradition.
Rather than protecting the residential Spanish village, historic preservationists created a homogenized district dependent on tourism. Visitors to Albuquerque find a re-creation of preconceived notions of
Albuquerque's history, packaged just for them.

MORLEY

175

NOTES
1. Carl Abbott, The Metropolitan Frontier: Cities in the Modern American West
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1993), 191.
2. Gerald D. Nash, The American West in the Twentieth Century: A Short History of
an Urban Oasis (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1973). See also Abbott,
Metropolitan Frontier; Christopher Tunnard and Henry Hope Reed, American Skyline:
From Log Cabin to Skyscraper-How the American City is Shaped By, and Shapes,
American Life (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1953).
3. Robert G. Athearn, The Mythic West in the Twentieth Century (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1986), introduction.
4. David M. Wrobel and Michael C. Steiner, eds., Many Wests: Place, Culture, and
Regional Identity (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1997): 8-9. See also Richard
W. Etulain, Re-Imagining the Modern American West: A Century of Fiction, History,
and Art (Tucson: University of ArizoTJa Press, 1996).
5. Mitchell Schwarzer, "Myths of Permanence and Transience in the Discourse on
Historic Preservation in the United States," Journal ofArchitectural Education 48 (September 1994), 2.
6. Mike Wallace, Mickey Mouse History and Other Essays on American Memory
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1996),.181-86.
7. Schwarzer, "Myths of Permanence," 3.
8. Alexander J. Reichl, "Historic Preservation and Pre-Growth Politics in U.S. Cities," Urban Affairs Review 32 (March 1997), 515.
9. Ibid., 516-17; Schwarzer, "Myths of Permanence," 191-93.
1O. John M. Findlay, Magic Lands: Western Cityscapes and American Culture After
1940 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992),271. See also Chris Wilson,
The Myth of Santa Fe: Creating a Modern Regional Tradition (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997),232-34; Michael Kammen, Mystic Chords of Memory:
The Transformation of Tradition in American Culture (New York: Vintage Books, 1991),
538.
II. Findlay, Magic Lands, 5.
12. Wallace, Mickey Mouse History, 191-93. The National Historic Preservation Act
was passed in 1966 to save properties of national interest, but the bulk of historic
preservation legislation came from cities and states. See National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, United States Statutes at Large 80 (1966): 915-19.
13. Hal Rothman, Devil 's Bargain: Tourism in the Twentieth Century West (Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 1998),23. See also Earl Pomeroy, In Search of the Golden
West: The Tourist in Western America (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1957);
Wallace, Mickey Mouse History, 188-91; Reichl, "Historic Preservation," 518-19.
14. The fact that two settlements share the same name is confusing. Unless otherwise stipulated, "Albuquerque" refers to New Town, or the combination of New Town
and Old Town, while "Old Town" refers to the original plaza area. Marc Simmons,
Albuquerque: A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1982).
15. V. B. Price, A City at the End of the World (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1992), 25.
16. The city's total population in 1940 was 35,449. By 1950 it had grown to 96,815,
and in 1960 stood at 20 1,189. For a composite of census data on Albuquerque, as well
as growth projections, see University of New Mexico Bureau of Business and Economic Research, "Population Profiles of Incorporated Places and Cities in New Mexico,
1910-2015," prepared for the New Mexico Department of Highways and Transportation, 1994; see also Abbott, Metropolitan Frontier, 26.
17. Raymond A. Mohl, ed., Searching for the Sunbelt: Historical Perspectives on a
Regions (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1993), 6.
18. Price, City at the End of the World, 17.

176 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1999

19. Ibid. See also Susan DeWitt, Historic Albuquerque Today: An Overview Survey
of Historic Buildings and Districts (Albuquerque: Historic Landmarks Survey of Albuquerque, 1978), 27.
20. Price, City at the End of the World, 17.
21. Simmons, Albuquerque, 369-77.
22. Ibid., 374. Editor's note: see Ann Massman, "'Recollections of the Daughter of
Pioneers': The Memoirs of Clara Huning Fergusson," New Mexico Historical Review
74 (January 1999), 47, for a photo of Castle Huning.
23. Ibid. See also Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New
Mexico, 15 April 1998.
24. Price, City at the End of the World, 16. See also Simmons, Albuquerque, 36067.
25. Jack Leaman quoted in Price, City at the End of the World, 7.
,
26. The best account of Albuquerque's early history is Simmons, Albuquerque. The
subsequent narrative of Albuquerque's early history comes from this source. See also
DeWitt, Historic Albuquerque Today.
27. DeWitt, Historic Albuquerque Today, 20:
28. Cobb Memorial Photography Collection, Center for Southwest Research,
Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM.
29. Byron A. Johnson, Old Town, Albuquerque, New Mexico: A Guide to its History
and Architecture ([Albuquerque]: City of Albuquerque, 1980). Johnson wrote this book
for the Museum of Albuquerque. It includes excellent photos from the museum's collection. See also DeWitt, Historic Albuquerque Today, 24-25.
30. Howard N. Rabinowitz, "Growth Trends in the Albuquerque SMSA, 1940-1978,"
Journal of the West 18 (July 1979), 65-68.
31. Renato Rosaldo, "Imperialist Nostalgia," Representations 26 (Spring 1989), 1078. See also Ann Fabian, "History for the Masses: Commercializing the Western Past,"
in William Cronon, George Miles, and Jay Gitlin, eds., Under an Open Sky: Rethinking
America's Western Past (New York: W. W. Norton, 1992), 232.
32. Albuquerque Journal, 18 February 1948.
33. Albuquerque Journal, II April 1949.
34. Ibid.
35. It is unclear whether the lawyer representing Old Town residents, Hannett, was
any relation to the former governor. Although the A Ibuquerque Journal claimed that
Old Town's lawyer was the former governor, A. T. Hannett, the City Commission minutes refered to him as "G. W." or "George" Hannett in numerous places.
36. Minutes of the Albuquerque City Commission, January 1949, 8, 23-29. See also
Albuquerque Journal, 19 February 1949.
37. Albuquerque Journal. 13 April 1949.
38. Minutes of the Albuquerque City Planning Commission, 1956, 1957. See also
Price, City at the End of the World, 17.
39. Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 15 April
1998. See also Chris Wilson, interview with author, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 8 April
1998.
40. Ann Carson, Albuquerque Historical Society President, telephone interview with
author, 10 February 1999.
41. Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 15 April
1998.
42. Ibid. Hooton, a proponent of preserving all forms of historic architecture, restored the Victorian look of his building, which is not directly on the plaza. Hooton,
however, was a minority, since most other preservationists wanted to protect only Pueblo
and southwestern architectural styles.
43. Ibid.
44. Planning Commission Minutes, 29 July 1957. No original copy of the ordinance
with the objectionable word "color" exists, but from the context of the rest of the minutes, I interpreted it to have been used like the phrase "local color," meaning character.

MORLEY

177

45. Ibid.
46. Albuquerque Journal, II September 1957.
47. Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 15 April
1998. The first members of the OTAC were: Robert P. Hooton, William R. Leslie, Dr.
Ward Alan Minge, Dr. Ralph Douglass, George Clayton Pearl, and Pete Duran. Although Hooton owned property in Old Town, he was not a resident. See Minutes of the
Old Town Architectural Review Board, 1967, I.
48. Planning Commission Minutes, 24 June 1957.
49. Michael Kammen, In the Past Lane: Historical Perspectives on American Culture (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), 219-20. See also Kammen, Mystic
Chords of Memory.
50. David Lowenthal, Possessed by the Past: The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils
of History (New York: The Free Press, 1996), 128-30. See also Kammen, Mystic Chords
of Memory, 3.
51. Lowenthal, Possessed by the Past, 2.
52. Clyde A. Milner, II, "The View from Wisdom," in Under and Open Sky, 209-15;
Kammen, Mystic Chords, 10.
53. OTARB Minutes, 9 June 1967. Although the OTAC was formed with the historic
zone in 1957, it advised the Board of Adjustments. It did not become a separate board
until 1967.
54. City Commission Minutes, 10 September 1957.
55. Eric Hobsbawm, "Introduction," in Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, eds.,
The Invention of Tradition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 4-5.
56. Hudspeth's City Directory for Albuquerque (EI Paso, TX: Hudspeth Directory
Company of EI Paso). Old Town was not included in Albuquerque city directories until 1940, so I consulted directories between 1940 and 1969. See also Sanborn Map
Company, "Insurance Maps of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County., New Mexico," (New
York: Sanborn Map Company). For this study, I used the maps for 1891, 1908, 1924,
1931, 1952, and 1957.
57. Hobsbawm, "Introduction," The Invention of Tradition, 6, 9.
58. Those people inventing a tradition via Old Town's architecture were following
the precedent set in Santa Fe earlier in the century. Beginning with New Mexican statehood in 1912, city planners in Santa Fe had consciously stripped the city of Anglo,
Victorian influences in favor of Pueblo, Territorial Revival, and Spanish Colonial architectural styles. See Wilson, Myth of Santa Fe.
59. Ada Louise Huxtable, The Unreal America: Architecture and Illusion (New York:
The New Press, 1997), 6.
60. Ibid., 25.
61. Planning Commission Minutes, 8 July 1957. See also Albuquerque Landmark
and Urban Conservation Ordinance, revised, 1994.
62. The exact period of Old Town's preservation is not even agreed upon by those in
historic preservation. Former aTARB chair Betty Sabo claimed the architecture was
true to the period before 1912, but current Landmarks and Urban Conservation Commission chair Chris Wilson, more of an authority on historic architecture, sets the date
at 1875, before the arrival of the railroad. Wilson interview; see also Chris Wilson,
"Artificial Stones/Precious Stones: The San Felipe Facade Controversy of 1978" (Paper for Seminar in Art History, University of New Mexico, 1979), 10.
63. Wilson, Myth of Santa Fe, 112.
64. Ibid., 281.
65. Johnson, Old Town, 58.
66. Ibid., 62.
67. Ibid., 97. See also Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New
Mexico, 15 April 1998.
68. Ibid., 99-101.
69. Ibid., 116-18.

178 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1999

70. For an enlightening account of this phenomenon in Los Angeles, see William
Deverell, "Privileging the Mission Over the Mexican: The Rise of Regional Identity in
Southern California," in Wrobel and Steiner, Many Wests, 239-49. See also Sarah
Deutsch, No Separate Refuge: Culture. Class, and Gender on an Anglo-Hispanic Frontier in the American Southwest, /880-1940 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987),
190.
71. Schwarzer, "Myths of Permanence," 2-3.
72. OTARB Minutes, 7 January 1969.
73. Millie Santillanes, telephone conversation with author, 5 May 1998. See also
Albuquerque Journal Magazine, 30 December 1980, 4-8, 12-13.
74. Wilson, "Artificial Stones/Precious Stones."
75. Betty Sabo, interviewed by Chris Wilson, in "Artificial Stones/Precious Stones,"
12.
76. Ibid., 13.
77. Ibid.
78. Father George Salazar, interviewed by Chris Wilson, 7.
79. Ibid.
80. Simmons, Albuquerque, 374-75.
81. Wilson, "Artificial Stones/Precious Stones," 12. See also Huxtable, Unreal
America, ch. I.
82. Jim Hoffsis, telephone interview with author, 24 March 1998. See also Price,
City at the End of the World, 55-57.
83. "Keepsake Map of Old Town, Albuquerque," Albuquerque Vertical Files, Center for Southwest Research, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
84. "Visit Historic Old Town" pamphlet in ibid.
85. New York Times, 8 January 1961.
86. Jim Hoffsis, telephone conversation with the author, 24 March 1998.
87. Albuquerque Tribune, 29 May 1980. See also Millie Santillanes, telephone conversation with author, 5 May 1998.
88. Wrobel and Steiner, Many Wests, 2-4.
89. Albuquerque Tribune, 2 August 1990.
90. Ibid., 12 August 1991.
91. Rothman, Devi/'s Bargain, 27.
92. Reichl, "Historic Preservation," 515.
93. Robert P. Hooton, interview with author, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 15 April
1998.
94. See, for example, Huxtable, Unreal America, 27-32; Michael Sorkin, ed., Variations on a Theme Park: The New American City and the End of Public Space (New
York: Hill and Wang, 1992).
95. Rosaldo, "Imperialist Nostalgia,"120.

The Battle of Ciudad Juarez: Death Knell of
the Porfirian Regime in Mexico
LAWRENCE D. TAYLOR

The battle that ended with the Anti-Reelectionists' capture of the border town of Ciudad Juarez in Chihuahua in May 19 U is probably the
best~known of the military actions that occurred during the early phase
of the Mexican Revolution. In the wake of the treaty that was signed at
Ciudad Juarez, hostilities ended and Porfirio Diaz resigned. It was widely
held that this action constituted the key event that toppled the old regime and ushered in a new period of rule. This assumption came to form
popular ideas about the battle and its significance in the forging of the
modern Mexican nation.
Over the years, researchers have hotly contended the importance of
the battle as an historical event. Some historians, in reviewing the insurrection of 191 0-1911 have claimed that the battle was only the culminating blow in the war that resulted in Diaz's resignation and exile. I A few
researchers have drawn attention to other military actions that occurred
at the end of the struggle, which they consider also formed a part of the
sequence of events that ended with Diaz's overthrow. One such engagement was the storming ofCuautla, Morelos, on 19 May 1911 by an armed
group under the command of Emiliano Zapata. In terms of the numbers
of combatants, this battle rivaled that of Juarez. 2
One of the most recent interpretations of the significance of the
battle of Ciudad Juarez is that of British historian Alan Knight. Knight
argues that the Porfirian army had not been beaten by the time of the
signing of the peace treaty and that it had really been betrayed by
Lawrence D. Taylor is a researcher with the Departamento de Estudios Culturales,
EI Colegio de la Frontera Norte, in Tijuana, Mexico. He is the author of La gran
aventura en Mexico: el popel de los volun/arios extranjeros en los eje~citos
revolucionarios mexicanos. 1910-1915 and La revuelto magonista de 1911 en
Baja California.
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politicos in the capital, who, rather than witness the country slip into
further bloodshed and chaos, were prepared to make peace at any price.
According to Knight, the treaty that was negotiated at Ciudad Juarez
between the two contending factions was motivated more by political
than military considerations:

... the transaccion which ended the Diaz regime represented
not the logical culmination of a narrow, controlled, political revolution, but rather the alarmed reaction-on the part of elites on
both sides-to a mounting social upheaval ... The army emerged
from the 191 1 revolution larger than in the last days of the Diaz
regime ... In no sense had it been whipped: no major battles had
been lost; of the cities of the Republic only Juarez had been
taken by the rebels a Juerza y sangre. 3
I intend to take another look at the battle over Juarez and analyze it
within the overall context of the war in northern Mexico and particularly
against the backdrop of U.S.-Mexican relations during this period. While
not denying that other engagements during the 1910-1911 revolt-such
as the Zapatista victory at Cuautla-constituted important advances in
the rebel campaign against the Diaz government, I argue that the results
of the rebel victory at Ciudad Juarez were especially significant for two
reasons. Not only did the fall of the city consitutute the key to the
collapse of the federal army's hold over northern Mexico, but, more importantly, it also marked a triumph for the insurrectos (rebels) in the
international arena as well. The capture of the city resulted in a significant shift in the U.S. government's attitude and policy toward the rebellion, allowing the insurrectos to freely bring arms into Mexico. This, in
conjunction with the effect of the city's fall and the collapse of the
federal forces in general, sounded the death knell of the Porfirian regime.
In order to properly understand the context in which the battle occurred, it is useful to trace Francisco Madero's strategy and direction of
the Anti-Reelectionist insurrection in the northern border region from
its beginnings to the siege of Juarez in mid-April 1911. It is also important to focus on the U.S. government's reaction to the rebellion as it
developed in Mexico.
The capture of a northern Mexican border city had constituted a key
objective of Madero and his immediate circle of followers since the initial call to arms with the publication of the Plan of San Luis Potosi and
the beginning of the armed revolt on 10 November 1910. While engaged
in planning the rebellion in the headquarters of the revolutionary junta
(council) in San Antonio, Texas, they had come to believe that it was
possible to create a general insurrectionary movement in Mexico in the
form of a number of separate, but coordinated uprisings in the larger
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cities, supported and sustained by popular disturbances in the smaller
urban and rural areas. They assumed that the participants in these revolts would join Madero's army, which the provisional president planned
to form and direct from a base in northern Coahuila. 4
With this project in mind, Madero gave money to his uncle Catarino
Benavides, a resident of Coahuila, to recruit volunteers and purchase
small arms and munitions. Madero and a few armed companions-his
brothers Julio and Raul, Jose Diaz (also a relative), and three ex-federal
army officers named Rafael Aguilar and Ruben and Octavio Moralesplanned to meet with Benavides and the Coahuilan recruits on 20 November on one of the islands of the Rio Bravo near the border towns of
Eagle Pass, Texas, and Ciudad Porfirio Diaz (present-day Piedras Negras).
On the appointed day, Benavides met with Madero and his small group,
but he had been unable to recruit more than ten poorly armed volunteers.
Disappointed, Madero journeyed with his brother Raul to New Orleans, where the two bided their time in the hope that a significant rebel
uprising might occur either in Veracruz or in some other region bordering the Gulf of Mexico. In the event that this happened, they would
board a vessel headed for the region with the intent of leading the revolt
there. When the anticipated large-scale rebellion failed to materialize,
the two Madero brothers decided to move on. s Undeterred, they returned
to San Antonio and from there proceeded to Dallas. After a week's stay,
they went on to El Paso, where they helped to establish a revolutionary
junta in that city in coordination with Abraham Gonzalez, the most prominent of the Chihuahuan insurrecto leaders. 6
The El Paso junta also devised a plan for Chihuahua. Madero, together with some recruits, would enter Chihuahua a few miles downstream from El Paso at Ysleta to join the rebel group headed by Pascual
Orozco, who until that time had been the most successful of the insurrection leaders in the state. They would then proceed to Casas Grandes
in northwestern Chihuahua, and try to take it by surprise. At the same
time, they would recruit and arm as many followers as possible by means
of captured arms in order to sieze other towns in the region, such as
Janos, Guzman, and Palomas. They would sever rail and telegraph communications in order to isolate Chihuahua from other federal garrisons
in the state. Once these objectives had been fulfilled, the insurrectos
would lay siege to Ciudad Juarez, the most important link on the border
between Mexico and the United States. The capture of the city and its
customhouse would, they believed, allow the rebels to import foodstuffs,
merchandise, and war materials into Mexico. It might also induce the
United States government to recognize the Maderistas as belligerents. 7
At the time of the rebellion's inception, President William H. Taft
favored keeping the Diaz regime in power. In reply to the Mexican
government's denouncement of rebels trafficking men and arms across
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the international .border, Taft gave his assurances that he would do his
best to uphold American neutrality within the limits of U.S. law. 8
American neutrality legislation was contained in the Revised Statutes of 1873. Sections 5281 and 5282 prohibited U.S. citizens and any
persons in U. S. territory from serving in foreign armies against nations
with which the United States was not at war. Section 5286 prohibited
organizing a military or hostile expedition in the U.S. that was to be
launched against a state with which the U.S. maintained friendly relations. These statutes also specified fines and prison terms against those
who violated them. 9 In addition to the Revised Statutes, the government
based its neutrality policy on a number of other considerations: presidential proclamations, legal precedents, international concerns, federal
court decisions, and the opinions and actions of the secretary of state,
attorney general, military officials, customs and immigration officials,
and state and municipal authorities. 10
Since Taft was not as active in foreign policy as his predecessor,
Theodore Roosevelt, policy-making was largely under the control of
Secretary of State Philander C. Knox, whose own policy regarding neutrality in relation to the Mexican revolt was heavily· influenced by his
solicitor, James Brown Scott. During the Roosevelt administration, Scott
had acquired a reputation as a defender both of free speech and of foreign residents in the United States." In December 1910, Knox advised
the Mexicangovernment that he disagreed with its demands to curtail
the subversive activities of Mexican rebels in the United States and to
halt arms smuggling across the border. At the end of January 1911, Knox
made a formal statement concerning this issue:
It is not an offense against the United States to transport arms,

ammunition, and munitions of war from this country to any foreign country, whether they are tq be used in war or not; nor is it
an offense against the United States for individuals to leave
this country with intent to enlist in foreign military service; nor
is it an offense against the United States to transport persons
out of this country and land them in foreign countries, although
such persons have an intent to enlist in foreign armies; nor is it
an offense agaisnt the United States to transport from this country persons intending to enlist in foreign armies and munitions
of war in the same ship. The purpose of the section in question
(R.S. 5286) is to prevent the use of the soil or waters of the
United States as a base, from which military expeditions or military enterprises shall be carried on against foreign powers with
which the United States is at peace. What it prohibits is a military expedition or a military enterprise from this country against
any foreign power at peace with the United States.'2
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Attorney General George W. Wickersham protested that Knox's position contradicted the president's instruction concerning neutrality enforcement. Wickersham also claimed that it obstructed the work of the
Departments of Justice, War, and the Treasury, whose members were
trying to ensure American neutrality in the Mexican conflict. The ability
of the u.s. government to repress the Maderistas who operated from
American soil was thus hindered not only by cabinet dissension, but
also by conditions along the border. The U.S. simply did not have sufficient numbers of police and soldiers to patrol the 2,000 miles that separated the two countries. 13 Wickersham was eventually successful in
acquiring Taft's consent to augment the number of troops, secret agents,
and customs officials along the border, but the increases were insufficient for the task. 14
Despite the limited number of American officials, several Maderistas
were arrested in Texas and Arizona and held for a grand jury throughout
the spring and summer of 1911. 15 This was due not only to Wickersham's
direction, but also to the diligence of government personnel (primarily
customs officials) at the local level. Some federal officials, such as Luther
T. Ellsworth, the u.S. Consul at Ciudad Porfirio Diaz, and Robert W.
Dowe, U.S. customs agent at Eagle Pass, Texas, did everything within
their power to persecute those they suspected of violating American
neutrality. These officers, with the aid of police and detectives (some of
whom were paid Mexican spies), gathered large amounts of evidence in
order to prosecute suspects. 16
In spite of these efforts, the rebels operated relatively freely because they enjoyed the sympathy of a large part of the population of
Texas and other southwestern states. Moreover, this sympathy increased
as the rebellion made gains in Mexico. It seemed to many Anglo and
Mexican Americans that the Maderistas were fighting for ideals such as
liberty and democracy-things never associated with the Diaz regime. I?
Collaborators, some of whom were military and government personnel,
constantly informed rebels of the movements oflaw enforcement agents
and the local sheriffs in counties closest to the border were hesitant to
arrest neutrality violators, since they were dependent on Mexican American votes to stay in office. In judicial cases that dealt with neutrality
violations, local courts and juries, swayed by popular sentiment, frequently acquitted suspects. 18
In the meantime, rebel groups in Chihuahua had begun to move
against Ciudad Juarez. On 7 January 1911, Orozco and his men evacuated Ciudad Guerrero in southern Chihuahua in view of the advance on
that town by a strong federal column under the command of General
Juan J. Navarro. 19 After circulating rumors to the effect that he was
planning an attack against Chihuahua, Orozco led his forces, together
with those commanded by Luis A. Garcia (a total of some 1,500 men), in
the direction of the border city. The contemplated attack had to be
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aborted, however, because on 4 February 1911, a large group of federal
reinforcements on the northwestern railway, under the command of Colonel Antonio Rabago, succeeded in slipping by the insurrecto encampment and into the city. The imminent arrival of more troops from Ciudad
Chihuahua under General Navarro was a further deterrent. 2o
Despite the withdrawal of the forces under Orozco and Garcia from
the border area, February witnessed an increase in the number of military engagements in both Chihuahua and the rest of Mexico. 21 Madero,
whose arrest the U.S. Department of Justice had ordered since the
insurrections's outbreak, was aware that the authories were fast closing
in on him. On the night of 13-14 February, he and his 130 men crossed
over to Zaragoza, Chihuahua, where they met the rebel group commanded
by Jose de 1a Luz SotO. 22 Proceeding southeast, the column arrived at
Guadalupe in the last week of February. While encamped there, Madero
learned that Casas Grandes was lightly defended and he decided to assault that town. Unwilling to wait for Orozco and his forces, whom he
had ordered to join him at Galeana, Madero instead sent instructions to
De la Luz Soto, whose men were encamped at Asuncion, located northeast of Casas Grandes. They were to proceed to Casas Grandes in preparation for a joint attack on the federal garrison. 23
The assault, carried out on 6 March 1911, ended in the rout of the
insurrectos because of the timely arrival of a force of federal cavalry
under Colonel Samuel Garcia Cuellar, who had initially been ordered to
recapture Asuncion. 24 Although the defeat constituted an undeniable
setback for the rebel campaign in Chihuahua, Madero's example of personal leadership and valor during the battle attracted further popular
support for the Anti-Reelectionist cause. Madero's leadership in battle
also provided the revolt with a strong directing force andfocus. 25 Henry
Lane Wilson, the U.S. ambassador to Mexico, and American consuls in
different regions submitted reports to the State Department, indicating
that the rebellion was spreading in Sonora and other northern states.
The reports also revealed that hostilities had begun or, in some cases,
resumed in Morelos, Guerrero, Tlaxcala, Puebla, Veracruz, Tabasco, and
Yucatan. 26
In response to the increased rebel activities, Taft ordered an additional 10,000 soldiers-the so-called "Maneuver Division"-to the border. Officially, the reinforcements were to engage only in training
operations and enforce neutrality laws. Unofficially, they were to supplement customs officials' efforts to intercept rebel arms shipmentsY Taft
confided to Army Chief-of-Staff General Leonard Wood that he had ordered the deployment so that they could be sent into Mexico to protect
American lives and property, should revolutionary conditions warrant
it. Taft doubted it would come to that, and he needed approval from
Congress to do so, but he was counting on the presence of the troops to
ensure that belligerent Mexican forces would respect U.S. interests. 28
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The additional American troops on the border coupled with increased
manuevering of the Pacific Fleet on the western coast of Mexico heightened tension between the two administrations. The Mexican government interpreted the actions as both insulting and threatening. 29
At the same time, leaders of American financial and business communities had begun to express their disillusionment with the Diaz regime. New York banking houses were angered by the nationalistic
financial policies of Mexico's Ministro de Hacienda, Jose Ives Limantour,
who sought loans and credit in Europe instead of the United States.
John D. Rockefeller, president of the Standard Oil Company, and Edward
L. Doheny, director of the Mexican Petroleum Company, were annoyed
when the Diaz regime stemmed American economic expansion in Mexico
by granting oil concessions to the British firm of W. D. Pearson and
Son. American mining corporations also de mended further concessions
from the Mexican government, but Diaz refused to authorize them. 30
A number of other diplomatic problems were also cause for American concern. The most serious of these was Diaz's refusal to renew the
U.S. government's lease of Magdalena Bay, located off Baja California.
The navy had been using this area as a coaling station and as a gunnery
practice range; with Diaz's action, U.S. naval authorities worried that
either the Diaz administration or a subsequent Mexican government would
lease both Magdalena Bay and nearby Turtle Bay to the Japanese. 31
Another source of American irritation arose from the fact that in 1909
Diaz had granted asylum to Nicaraguan dictator Jose Santos Zelaya,
whose government the U. S. had helped to overthrowY Despite these
problems, the Taft administration continued to cooperate with the Diaz
regime in maintaining American neutrality within the limits of the law
and with the resources at its disposal.
Following the Casas Grandes debacle, Madero, joined by Orozco
and Francisco Villa, proceeded to regroup his forces at Hacienda
Bustillos, some sixty miles northeast of Chihuahua. Despite the proximity of his encampment to the state capital, the provisional president
selected Ciudad Juarez as the next target. 33
In imitation of Orozco's actions during the first attempt to capture
the border city, Madero made it appear that he would soon march against
Chihuahua. Once federal troops had been transferred there to deter any
rebel assault, he moved his refurbished army, complete with some improvised "cannons" constructed out of scrap material at the Madera
railway shops, in the direction of Ciudad Juarez. On 15 April, the
insurrectos defeated a small federal advance force sent out from Ciudad
Juarez at Bauche, where the Mexican Central and Northwestern Railways intersected on the outskirts of the town. The insurrectos proceeded
to surround the border city on three sides and they soon had a force of
500 troops in the area, which outnumbered the federal defenders (less
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than 700) by three to one. 34
At the same time, an event occurred in Sonora that was to have
considerable bearing on the course of the rebellion: the capture of the
border town of Agua Prieta on 13 April 1911, by insurgent forces led by
Arturo "Colorado" Lopez, Juan N. Medina, Antonio Rojas, and other
leaders. 35 With the exception of the capture of Mexicali by the group of
Magonista insurrectos led by Jose Maria Leyva and Simon Berthold on
29 January 1911, this victory constituted the first time a Mexican border
town had fallen to rebel troopS.36 The occupation was short-lived, since,
during the night of 17-18 April, a federal column led by Colonel Reynaldo
Diaz retook the town. 37 The Maderista achievement might have proved
more durable had it not been for the lack of adequate coordination among
the various insurrecto groups in the region, as well as breaches of discipline among both officers and men. 38 During the final federal assault
that terminated with the penetration of the rebels' inner defense perimeter, three of the insurgent leaders-Arturo Lopez, Juan Medina and
Belisario Garcia-cros~,ed~the international line to safety in Douglas,
Arizona while many of their troops got drunk on alcoholic beverages
they had found in the town's stores and cantinas. 39
The brief occupation also did not afford the rebels a port of entry
for the importation of arms and other supplies. Cornelius O'Keefe, the
U.S. customs collector, had closed the customs facilities on the American side of the border when the insurrectos arrived on 13 April. O'Keefe
explained that he had done so to prevent the shipment of arms, munitions, and provisions to the rev'olutionists. In doing so, O'Keefe acted
in accordance with Wickersham's interpretation of the neutrality laws
rather than Knox's. 40 In any event, the Treasury Department drew
O'Keefe's attention to the fact that only the President or the Secretary
of the Treasury could legally close a port of entry, but they did not order
the port reopened. 41
Be that as it may, the temporary rebel victory at Agua Prieta constitute.d a significant reversal for the federal cause and obliged the central
government to send increasingly large bodies of reinforcements to the
northern theater of war. 42 The initial triumph of 13 April demonstrated
that not only were the Anti-Reelectionists capable of capturing a border
town, but and that sooner or later, they would do so again and gain more
permanent footholds in northern Mexico. The federal reconquest of the
town on 18 April proved to be one of the most bloody and hard-fought
battles of the war. A column of approximately 1,000 men suffered numerous casualties before achieving its objective. In addition, there could be
no assurance that the operation might not have to be repeated, since
most of the effectives who took part in the attack would have to be
transferred to some other dangerous place. The town also might have to
be abandoned altogether, thus making it a tempting target for insurrectos
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in the region.
The rebel victory, while short-lived, served to elevate the morale of
the northern insurgents, given the several reverses that they had experienced, such as the defeat at Casas Grandes and the prolonged siege of
Ojinaga that began on 14 March and had not yet ended. The progressive
concentration of federal troops in Chihuahua during the preceding
months had induced revolutionary groups in other regions of the country to increase their activities. Soon, other regions of Mexico would be
threatened, which would impose additional burdens on the federals' resources. 43
In the meantime, the planned assault on Ciudad Juarez had been
delayed because of the commander-in-chief's caution. Madero was
warned by Francisco Vazquez Gomez, one of his principal supporters,
that an attack on Ciudad Juarez might result in citizens' deaths in the
neighboring city of El Paso, thus provoking U.S. intervention. Madero
and the federal commander Navarro agreed to a five-day suspension of
hostilities. The truce commenced on 23 April and was to apply to a
limited quadrilateral region bounded on its four corners by Ciudad Juarez,
Chihuahua, Munaca and Casas Grandes. 44 The cease-fire provided an
opportunity to resume informal negotiations that had been going on
since the end of February. These efforts involved members of Madero's
family and others who shared the confidence of the leaders of the opposing forces. 45
During the previous months, President Diaz had adopted a number
of initiatives to curb the wave of uprisings in the country. His reforms
consisted of removing unpopular state governors such as Alberto
Terrazas in Chihuahua, Mucio Martinez in Puebla, and Enrique Munoz
Aristegui in Yucatan. He also made changes in all cabinet positions
except in the case of the Secretaria de Hacienda and the Secretaria de
Guerra y Marina. In an address delivered before Congress on 1 April,
Diaz likewise made proposals not only banning the reelection of the
president and vice-president, and the reforms of the electoral and judicial systems, but also the breakup of large rural landholdings. 46 These
concessions failed to stem revolutionary ferment that had gripped the
country, and, if anything, probably encouraged the rebels, since it was
interpreted by many as a sign of government weakness. 47
In the face of the imminent rebel attack against Ciudad Juarez, the
government was much more disposed to participate in discussions that
might lead to a solution to the conflict based upon compromise. By midApril, several weaknesses inherent in the Porfirian army had created a
military crisis for the federal forces. Diaz and his advisers realized that
the increased military demands were placing pressures upon the
country's limited resources to combat the insurrectos. Although the
army had fought with a degree of tenacity and fortitude, it was likely to
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fragment or collapse altogether should the conflict continue for any
length oftime. 48
Since its inception, the Porfirian regime had been more civil than
military in character. In order to remove the threat of a military coup,
Diaz had attempted to maintain an army that would be relatively weak,
but also strong enough to quell local rebellions. Basing his policy on
these contradictory objectives, he progressivley reduced the portion of
the budget dedicated to the army's maintenance. Between 1884 and 1910,
the number of effectives serving in the internal security forces was reduced by thirty percent. By 1910, official estimates put the total number
of soldiers at 29,000 but the actual figure was about half that--,-14,000and only 6,000 were eventually dispatched to Chihuahua to fight against
the dissident groups that had taken up arms since November of that
year. 49
To compensate for this numerical weakness, the Diaz government
could also count upon several corps of rurales (rural police) for defensive purposes. The rurales, some of whom were ex-bandits, were fairly
efficient and well-paid, unlike the regular rank-and-file soldiers who were
often recruited through the leva (draft). The government could also draw
upon the services of national guards that were under the jurisdiction of
the different states as well as private units of rurales that belonged to,
for example, municipios, haciendas, and mines. There also existed a socalled "auxiliary" federal force, made up of undertrained reserve elements. It was neither powerful nor useful as a military unit. Even with
these, the Porfirian forces did not total more than 30,000 men-too few
to deal with a general insurrection. 50
The progressive deterioration of the army, especially from January
1911 onward, motivated the government to adopt a series of measures in
order to increase the number of effectives in the armed forces. The most
important of these reforms consisted of strengthening those units destined for defensive purposes by incorporating civilian "volunteers," who
were usually financed by wealthy urban and rural families.5'
In general, however, the government was content to rely on the tropa
de linea (regular troops) and rurales to stem the rising tide of rebellion.
In the case of the regular army, the quality of the rank-and-file soldiers
left much to be desired. Desertion was a recurrent problem; though it
never became widespread. 52 A more serious problem existed with the
disaffection that appeared among federal troops as the campaign continued. In late January, for example, Louis Hostetter, the U.S. Consul at
Hermosillo, reported that federal troops charged with holding one of the
key passes at Sahuaripa had broken and fled in the face of the first rebel
. attack. 53 Such occurrences became more common and the government
found it increasingly difficult to find enough soldiers to replace those
they lost and to find those who had the will to fight.
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Recruiters in the central states reported that many men refused to
volunteer their services for fear that the government would send them
to Chihuahua or Yucatan, far from their homesY Resorting to the leva
did not help, either, because the government often resorted to pressing
recruits into service who had been serving time in jailor who came from
the most poverty-stricken areas of Mexico City. Such soldiers did not
relish either army life or having to risk their lives in combat for a government that had done little for them in the past. 55
The methods the Diaz government relied on to combat the rebellion
also proved ineffective. The federal army revealed considerable ability
on the defense, but its senior leaders lacked the initiative and experience to undertake offensive operations' against the rebels. The army's
counter-insurgency strategy consisted essentially in concentrating its
forces in the larger cities and mobilizing smaller columns to ferret out
rebel parties and destroy them. These columns rarely operated far from
railway lines, in part because of their commanders' wishes to minimize
desertions that normally would occur on overland marches, but also to
maintain contact with supply bases. Such tactics, however, were rarely
successful against an enemy as wide-ranging and seemingly ephemeral
as the Mexican insurrectos.
The federal contingents, well-armed but slow, were pitted against
an enemy composed of men who were well acquainted with the region in
which they fought. 56 Unlike the counter-guerrilla strategy the British
employed during the second Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902, the Mexican federal army did not possess sufficient cavalry units to form large
flying ,columns, which would have enabled it to surround and destroy
rebel groups. 57
In time, the federals abandoned their attempts to eradicate the
insurrecto groups in rural areas and instead concentrated on safeguarding the most important strategic points. Troops were shunted from garrison to garrison via the railways, their principal communications arteries,
in order to fortify areas under siege. 58 Thefederals attempted to protect
railway lines with armored trains and small cavalry patrols, but they did
not have enough men and rolling stock to guard the entire system. Because of dangers of rebel ambushes and mines buried in road beds, it
became increasingly difficult to hire engineers who could operate troop
and supply trains. Rebel forces also attacked telegraph and train lines
throughout the rebellion, which proved very efficient at preventing
federals from reinforcing their own garrisons. 59
Only a radical change in strategy and tactics would have saved the
Porfirian army from defeat. As the distinguished Mexican military historian colonel Miguel Sanchez Lamego has commented:
... the war which was being fought presented peculiarities which
existing regulations did not take into account; it was absolutely
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necessary, therefore, to modify the organization of the existing
army units, so that these, with a new role to play, could respond
to the demands fo{ modern warfare. 60
. Nevertheless, the federal high command refused to modify its techniques
during the 1910-1911 rebellion. Unlike the situation the British faced in
South Africa during their struggle with the Boers, the Mexican federal
army did not have the immense manpower reserves from which to draw.
Having sufficient manpower would have permitted federal forces to undertake both offensive and defensive operations concurrently.61
These factors-the lack of initiative and manpower-coupled with
shortcomings in the supply system (munitions and other necess'ities
often did not arrive when they were most needed), constituted serious
deficiencies in the federal army as a fightingmachineY Such weaknesses
help to explain the defensive posture-which some have interpreted as
defeatist-the federals adopted during the 1910-1911 campaign.
The principal condition that the insurrectos insisted upon when
negotiating a peace was the resignations of both President Diaz and
Vice-President Ramon Corral. This created an initial stumbling block to
the peace discussions. 63 As the talks progressed, Madero relented somewhat on his insistence regarding Diaz's removal and instead concentrated on demands for changes in the cabinet and state gubernatorial
posts, on electoral reform, the pardoning of political prisoners, the evacuation of federal troops from the northern states, government recognition
of some of the military ranks held by rebel officers, the immediate resignation of Corral, and the designation of a new Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores with the prior approval of the insurrecto provisional government.
The peace discussions became official with the designation of Francisco Carbajal, Magistrate of the Supreme Court, as the government representative on 26 April. Madero appointed his father, Don Francisco
Madero, Dr. Francisco Vazquez Gomez, and Jose Maria Pino Suarez as
representatives ·for the insurrecto faction. Although the truce was extended for another Jive days, until 3 May, and included additional territory between Ciudad Juarez and Ojinaga, nothing came of the talks
because of Madero's renewed insistence that Diaz resign and the latter's
reluctance to do so under pressure. 64
On 7 May, the breakdown of the peace negotiations and Vazquez
Gomez's admonitions about bad results should the rebels assault Juarez
led Madero to order his troops to suspend the siege and move south.
His plan at this point involved launching an attack against Chihuahua
and eventually marching upon Mexico City. He did not, however, close
the door to further talks, having instructed his peace negotiators to
remain in El Paso to consider any new proposals the government advanced. 65 That same day, following a prolonged two-day session with
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Anti-Reelectionist attack of Ciudad Juarez. Map after Vicente Cazarrubias,
Centro de Informacion del Estado de Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico.
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his cabinet, President Diaz issued a declaration in which he accepted
the possibility that he might resign, as long as he could be satisfied that
'the country would not slip into a situation of anarchy and chaos. 66
Any hope, however, that Diaz's statement might lead to a renewal of
the peace discussions was shattered on the morning of the following
day (8 May) when some of the insurrecto soldiers fired on the town
without Madero's authorization. When informed of Madero's plans to
march south, Orozco, Francisco Villa, and Giuseppe Garibaldi, an Italian
soldier of fortune with Madero's forces, secretly agreed to fire upon the
federals without Madero's knowledge or consent. At 10:30 AM, the
rebel troops who occupied forward positions opened fire on the federal
outer ring of defenses. Madero tried unsuccessfully to check his men,
but he had no alternative except to order a massive assault on the town.
The insurrectos captured Ciudad Juarez two days later. 67 .
Advancing east along the right bank of the Rio Grande, c~lumns of
rebel soldiers under Orozco and Garibaldi occupied the parts of the city
closest to El Paso. They then worked their way south, breaking holes
through the adobe walls so as not to completely expose themselves to
federal fire in the streets. The column commanded by Garibaldi included
a Foreign Legion contingent of 200-300 volunteers of vaious nationalities. A third column under Jose de la Luz Blanco attacked from the east.
The rebels cut off the town's water supply by blocking the current in the
acequia madre and shutting off the engine in the pumping station. From
the south, a fourth column under Villa's command advanced along the
railroad line and captured the roundhouse and the Ketelson and Degetau
warehouses.
Over the next two days, rebels captured the bull ring, cowboy corral, post office, church, and other strongholds of the federals' inner
defenses. By the morning of the third day (10 may), only the cuartel
general (barracks) remained in federal hands. Shortly after noon, realizing that further resistance was useless, General Navarro and the remainder of his garrison surrendered. 68
The most important result of the rebel victory at Ciudad Juarez was
its influence on the the U.S. government's perception of the upheaval in
Mexico. WHile the capture of Ciudad Juarez and other towns along the
border did not lead the United States to label the Anti-Reelectionists as
belligerants, the fall of the border city nevertheless obliged the U.S. to
recognize that a fundamental political change was occurring in Mexico
at the national level and that Diaz's downfall was inevitable. On 12 May
1911, after conferring with Secretary of State Knox and Attorney Gen. era I Wickersham, President William H. Taft decided to recognize the
Anti-Reelectionists' de facto control of the international port of entry
and to keep U.S. customs facilities open. Taft justified this action by
explaining that:
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... international law favors the continuance of commercial transactions and holds them innocent in a neutral country until those
transactions become really a part of a military operation against
a friendly government. The mere sale ... of supplies in El Paso
to Mexicans, whether insurrectos or supporters of the Government, and their delivery across the border, without more, is not
a violation of international law or of the neutrality statute. 69
Taft's decision gave the insurrectos the right to receive merchandise, including arms, munitions, food and other necessary war materials.
In reply to critics who claimed that such a policy favored the insurrecto
cause over that of the Mexican federal forces, Taft acknowledged the
validity of their argument, but claimed that such a situation had resulted
from the weakness of the Diaz government, for which the U.S. was not
responsible. 70
Not only did the capture of Ciudad Juarez make possible the legal
importation of arms and ammunition, but it also made the rebels much
more solvent economically. Control of the customhouse on the Mexican
side of the border gave the insurrectos the right to collect import taxes,
thus affording them an additional source of income with which to finance further military operations. They could also borrow money from
banks in Ciudad Juarez, under pressure if necessary and U.S. bankers
would also be more inclined to lend money to the revolutionary junta in
view of the likelihood that it would soon form a legally constituted government in Mexico. 71
Almost overnight, the victory considerably enhanced Madero's image and movement he represented in the minds of Americans and Mexicans as a whole. Ciudad Juarez, during the course of the Maderista revolt
in the north, had become the focal point of U.S. and even world attention. News reports about the city's capture made the front page of many
of the world's leading daily papers. They extolled Madero, Orozco, Villa,
and Garibaldi as heroes in the battle. In the days after the Juarez's capture, Madero, Abraham Gonzalez, and the principal rebel military officials were invited to several banquets held in their honor by civil and
military officials in EI Paso. Victory celebrations also occurred in Ciudad
Juarez, depite the destruction and disorganization the fighting had
caused. 72
The fall of the border city caused the federal government to withdraw troops from towns in the northern border region to protect the
state capitals in the interior, as well as the larger urban centers further
south. Ojinaga was finally occupied by the rebel group led by Jose de la
Cruz Sanchez on 8 May 1911. 73 On 9 May 1911, Tijuana fell to a group of
Magonista rebels led by the Welshman Caryl Ap Rhys Pryce. 74 A few
days later the Maderistas occupied Agua Prieta and Naco following the
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federal evacuation of these towns. 75 After rebel occupation, the U.S.
government informed Mexico that'it would permit the passage of merchandise and other materials at these points. Not only were there numerous historical antecedents fordoing so, it declared, but it also
believed that commerce should be carried on normally in any port of
entry into a foreign country whose functioning could be guaranteed,
independently of whomever was in control of the customhouse receiving the goods being imported. 76
It is worth inquiring at this point whether, as some writers have
asserted, the federal army could have undertaken an expedition to retake Ciudad Juarez after its capture. A related question is whether or not
the Diaz government could have adopted a more aggressive stance in
the face of a defeat that many considered inevitable, instead of merely
holding on to the cities they still occupied. Ambassador Wilson claimed
that Diaz, "deserted by many of his oldest friends and reluctant to spill
more Mexican blood, yielded to what seemed to be the inevitable but
really was the culmination of a national hysteria which would have subsided if vigorously and unitedly opposed."77 Any attempt to answer
this question requires an analysis of the military situation in Chihuahua
and the war in Mexico.
The capture of the federal garrison in Ciudad Juarez took 600 soldiers-a tenth of the federal forces stationed in Chihuahua-in a single
stroke out of combat. 78 The' defeat was a catastrophe for the Porfirian
cause in the region. The rebel seizure of Ciudad Juarez and Ojinaga gave
the Maderistas control over virtually the entire northern portion of the
state. 79
In addition, the guerrilla warfare that had been characteristic of the
Mexican insurrectos gave way to one of positions. The steady aggregation of men and arms had transformed the rebel column Madero led into
an army, though small and undisciplined. 80 It now possessed a pair of
field guns captured from the federal garrison in Ciudad Juarez along
with other services such as rail transport, a commissariat, and even a
medical corps,81
Madero's army would most likely march next on Chihuahua City.
Observers doubted that the federals would be able to retain control· over
this city or any other town in the southern portion of the state. 82 Ambassador Wilson, writing from Mexico City, commented that "[T]he fall
of Ciudad Juarez has produced a great gloom in this city as it is probably
the prelude to the defeat of the army of [General Antonio] Rabago and
the taking of Chihuahua."83
The capture of Ciudad Juarez also boosted morale of the AntiReelectionist movement in general. Not only did it help to rebitalize the
rebel troops' confidence ·in Madero and the Anti-Reelectionist cause,
but it also facilitated recruitment among those Mexicans who had waited
for one or the other side to prevail. With the fall of the border city, rebel
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activities greatly increased in number and magnitude throughout the
country.84
The federal army's morale, in comparison, took a noticeable plunge.
The battle of Ciudad Juarez had, in many ways, been a siege tournament
of sorts in which relatively large numbers of contending forces fought
hard to succeed. The fact that the Mexican regular army had been beaten
in a pitched battle by groups of undisciplines peones sent shock waves
reverberating throughout the army and resulted in a marked loss of federal soldiers' confidence to win. This lack of federal resolve to continue
fighting is reflected in the rapid deterioration of their situation in the ten
days after Juarez fell and before the peace agreement was signed. During this period, the ports of Acapulco, Manzanillo, and Mazatlan, as
well as the provincial capitals of Chilpancingo, Colima, Pachuca, and
Zacatecas, were fell to the rebels. Other major towns, such as Uruapan,
Iguala, Cuautla, Huatusco, and Tulancingo, were also conquered. 85 The
fighting also spread to other states such as Guanajuato, Oaxaca and
Chiapas, which up to that date had experienced little revolutionary activity.86
A particularly noteworthy example of the collapse of federal morale
occurred when Emilio Madero, Jesus Agustin Castro, and other
Durangan and Coahuilan leaders assaulted Torreon, the hub of the railway transportation network in the north. As the rebel contingents took
the outlying towns of Gomez Palacio and Lerdo and massed for an assault on the city, the federal commander General Emiliano Lojero panicked and moved his men out the night of 14-15 May during a heavy
rainstorm. The evacuation occurred so quickly that many federal soldiers were left without forward defensesY The sacrifice of Torreon without a fight proved a serious error. When rebel forces captured the
southern Chihuahuan town of Santa Fosalia de Camargo, Chihuahua
city was effectively cut off from possible reinforcement from the south. 88
Given this situation, the Diaz government had no option, from the
military standpoint, than a peace agreement. Negotiations had resumed
the day after the fall of Juarez. On 17 May, Madero wired Diaz to advise
him of conditions: Diaz's resignation, Corral's resignation, the complete
overhaul of the cabinet, and the detention of General Bernardo Reyes,
who had returned to Mexico upon Diaz's request. Madero sent another
message later that day with a list of people he recommended for cabinet
and other government positions. Diaz accepted the conditions without
delay and a'new five-day armistice went into effect. The resulting peace
treaty, signed in front of the Juarez customhouse late on 21 May, stipulated that Diaz and Corral should resign by the end of the month and
that Francisco Leon de la Barra should serve as interim president and
call for general elections. Furthermore, hostilities would cease and the
insurrecto forces would be disbanded and the interim government was
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to consider popular desires with a view to satisfying them, and arrange
for indemnification for damages incurred during the fighting. 89 .
By 21 May, when the peace accords were signed, Ambassador Wilson estimated that the insurrectos control1ed roughly two-thirds of the
country and the "remaining one third was rapidly tending to the same
direction."90 The federals controlled only the state capitals ofHermosil1o,
Saltil1o, Chihuahua, Culiacan, Durango, and Cuernavaca. All of these
centers were under rebel siege and, in each case, the water supply had
either been cut off or was in the process of being severed. The federal
army had gradual1y been reduced to its Mexico City garrison, where its
largest contingents were held in reserve. It was only a matter of time
before a battle for control of the Feder DistriCt would begin. 91 Even in
the nation's capital, however, there existed an internal as well as an
external threat, since, on 24 May 1911, public riots and manifestations
broke out to protest the delay in the presentation of the president's
resignation to the congress. On the afternoon of the following day, Diaz
presented his resignation, and a week later sailed to Europe in exile. 92 ·
The Treaty of Ciudad Juarez was later criticized by those who claimed
it brought a compromise government into power in which many conservative elements of the. former administration remained. Though Diaz,
Corral, Limantour,and other more prominent figures were gone, the government bureaucracy retained many adherents of the old regime and the
,federal army, though defeated in battle, remained intact since its officer
corps and internal structure stil1 existed. 93
In negotiating the treaty, Madero had focused on his primary goal:
removing Diaz and his main associates from power. The social and economic reforms announced in the Plan of San Luis Potosi-such as that
with regard to land redistribution~wouldhave to wait for a later date.
As historian Knight has commented, Madero and other members of the
revolutionary and Porfirian elites were not in any hurry to enact these
reforms. They were eager to end the ·war and ensure Mexican internal
stability. Madero personal1y abhorred war and had only resorted to force
when he saw no other alternative for political change. Atthe war's end,
he felt it was time to work for political and social reform through civilian
rule. 94
The treaty did not bring lasting peace to Mexico, however. The old
regime's bureaucratic and military structure hindered reform and worked
to lessen presidential power after Madero's election to that office in
October 1911. The administration was plagued by a number of upris'ings
that culminated in the coup of February 1913 and Madero's assassination.
In conclusion, the Diaz government had considered Chihuahua, in
view of rebel successes there, the most critical area in its counter-insurgency campaign. It had, therefore, considerably increased its military
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presence there in the months prior to the attack on Ciudad Juarez. This
signified that the outcome of the rebellion in northern Mexico would
thus hinge on military developments in that state.
The eventual rebel capture of the border city did not in itself constitute .the turn of the rebellion tide.' The real change in rebel fortunes
occurred earlier, in April, when insurrecto activities increased throughout the country. The rebel seizure of the Sonoran border town of Agua
Prieta (though short-lived), acquired an added significance with regard
to the war ni the northern borderlands and the country in general. It was
apparent to military authorities that although the rebels had not achieved
definitive success in any bne region, neither could the army quell the
uprising. The Diaz government realized that it could not maintain a sustained military effort indefinitely. Doubting that the army could contain
the insurrection, government officials began to consider a negotiated
end to the struggle.
The fall of Ciudad Juarez to the rebels resulted in the loss of one of
two key federal garrisons in the area; the other was in Chihuahua City,
the state capitol. This loss proved irreparable, since the army, weakened
and demoralized, had no hope of recapturing the town. Although these
battles occurred on Mexico's northern fringe, the effects of the rebel
capture of the most populous and strategic communications hub on the
border spread into the country's interior, boosting the revolutionary
movement in general.
An even more important result of the battle was the change in attitude on the part of the U.S. government toward the rebellion. It was
evident to Taft that a political change was inevitable in Mexico and
Diaz's days in power were numbered. The rebel capture of a port-ofentry coupled with the U.S. decision to keep its customs facilities open
allowed the insurrectos to obtain additional arms, money, and other supplies necessary to continue the fight.
Under these circumstances, the Diaz government had no other alternative than making peace with the rebels. The treaty that ended the
struggle, though it achieved Madero's initial aim ofbringing Diaz down,
did not result in any fundamental reforms or changes for the country.
Thus, further strife would develop throughout the decade from 19101920, the effects of which can still be felt today.
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Documents Department
PETER PAEISCH AND TINA EDSALL

For quite some time, historians of New Mexico have noted the remarkable
era of German immigrant Franz Huning's family in Albuquerque. He and his
family played a prominent role in the politics of New Mexico during the
territorial period and also during the battle for statehood (1912). Franz Huning
(1826-1905), his brothers, his wife Ernestine Franke Huning, and their children are repeatedly mentioned in New Mexican circles. In fact, daughter
Clara Huning Fergusson was recently researched by University of New
Mexico professor Ann Massmann. Through Clara Huning Fergusson's memoirs, published in the New Mexico Historical Review (January 1999), readers can get a sense of this woman's life. J
Zimmerman Library at the University of New Mexico also holds the
Franz Huning letters, donate(by Erna Fergusson, one of Franz Huning's
granddaughters. This collection, written mostly in German between 1846
and 1926, has finally been translated and added to the collection over
the last two years. Located in the Center for Southwest Research in
Zimmerman Library, the collection consists of two main folders: the
Huning-Fergusson letters dating from the 1860s to the 1920s contain
German correspondence after immigration to this country, and the Erna
Fergusson collection holds letters to Franz Huning from his father, brothers, and friends during 1846-1848 when he still lived in Germany. The
Huning-Fergusson letter collection also contains a riddle book handwritten in German by Clara Huning Fergusson during a long visit to
Germany. University of New Mexico student Carissa Dalin is' currently
translating this book into modern German as a project for her honors
thesis toward the completion of her B.A. in German.
University of New Mexico professor of German Peter Pabisch and
students in his 1998-1999 translation seminars decided to bring these
Peter Pabisch is a professor of German at the University of New Mexico and
Tina Edsall is a B.A. student in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at the University of New Mexico.

209

210

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL

1999

letters to life for researchers by translating them. All of the letters in the
Huning-Fergusson collection have been translated; a third of the Erna
Fergusson collection has yet to be completed. Professor Pabisch and
student Tina Edsall would like to alert the public and researchers to the
availability of this new material.
The letters had to be transcribed first from the original German handwriting, known as "Kurrentschrift," before a final English translation
could be developed that would represent the formality typical of educated European families of the nineteenth and early twentiethth centuries. Franz Huning came from a well-to-do, educated family, as is discernible from these letters. When Huning left for America, Germany was
in a social and political upswing that culminated in the founding of the
German Empire in 1871, the year that marked the beginnning of the Bismarck era. German-American relations during this time were very cordial. After leaving his home country, Huning played a major part in New
Mexico's-especially Albuquerque's-social life at the time the Santa
Fe Railroad arrived in New Mexico. Huning profited by investing in real
estate, ensuring that his family would remain wealthy.2
In Europe, Huning's family continued to expand during these years.
Like many wealthy Germans, the Hunings bought property and land in
the Baltic states. Ernestine Huning's brother Georg Franke built and
developed a food industry in Latvia after leaving the German army. The
Hunings and Frankes kept in touch over seven decades, as the correspondence at Zimmerman Library attests. Georg composed eloquent letters, continuing to correspond with his niece Clara following her mother's
death. Georg expounded on details of the Franke family history to his
American-born niece, possibly so that she would not lose sight of her
German heritage.
Georg's most striking letter in this collection was written when he
was a young man and demonstrates his writing talent. In this letter,
dated 24 August 1866, he provides an articulate account of the battle of
K6niggratz, between Prussians and Austrians, in which he participated. 3
It is so remarkable that we decided to reproduce it here as an example of
the uncommon quality of the entire collection.
As is typical for personal correspondence, some letters refer to private matters whose context modern researchers might not understand.
Nevertheless, Franke's letter, like the others in the collection, offers
insight into an era that was multicultural and multilingual in New Mexico.
They also demonstrate nineteenth-century immigrants' strong ties to
their countries of origin.
Following is Georg Franke's 1866 letter to his relatives in Albuquerque. The letter sheds light on Bismarck's role as a Prussian German
leader from the perspective of a battle that characterized Germany's development as a world power and Austria's corresponding weaknesses
as the Habsburg empire crumbled in the latter half of the nineteenth
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century. Franke does not depict the battle in a sensational, journalistic
manner, but rather as an almost impartial, but crisply written documentary that could be used in a classroom as a primary account.
With this letter, we demonstrate the process of translating these
letters. We first transcribed the original into modern German because
German speakers of the last two generations have not learned the "old"
writing. Thus, few people can read Franke's handwriting easily, even
though he and others of his generation tended to write neatly and meticulously. We chose to include here the first few and the last few lines
of the letter, both in its original appearance and with its modern German
transcription. We also decided to offer the entire English translation, so
that readers may get a sense not only about the work that we have done,
but also of the extent of these collections.
As a final note, the various references to geographic locations in
the letter allude to the present Czech Republic and northern Austria.
The names of certain special troups, such as the "Ulanen," "Filseliere,"
or "Husaren" we left untranslated. We hope. that Franke's descriptionssuch as the misery of foot solders-will provide insight into other wars,
and bring modern researchers a rich account from a man who lived and
died nearly two centuries ago.

NOTES

I. Ann Massman, ed., " 'Recollections of the Daughter of Pioneers': The Memoirs of Clara Huning Fergusson," New Mexico Historical Review, 74: I (January
'1999), 29-53.
2. Reference is made here to the bibliography available in Zimmerman Library.
One of the more remarkable sources is the dissertation by Thomas Jaehn (University of New Mexico, 1994) entitled "The German Experience in New Mexico from
its Territorial Beginnings to World _War II."
3. The year 1866 markes many events in world history in an era of growing
nationalism and colonialism. The Prussians began their advance to fulfill a German
dream of uniting the many German states to one German Empire. The Austrians
under their Habsburg dynasty-at that time young Francis Joseph I who was to
reign from 1848 to 1916-opposed the Prussian plans which led to this main
battle. Due to supreme military technology the Prussians defeated the Austrian
easily which supposedly led to the famous sentence by the German commander-inchief, General Moltke, that for Germany the situation was serious but not hopeless. The Austr.ians, on the other hand, were so undeveloped militarily that Moltke
was to have characterized their situation as hopeless, but not serious. When reading Franke's report one can easily 'understand what Moltke meant. In 1866 Franz
Joseph's brother Maximilian tried to defend his short lived Mexican empire against
Benito Juarez, and was execu'ted one year therafter. Thus, it is rather intriguing to
consider this account as reported from Germany to New Mexico at the time.
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Following is the modern German transcription of the original document, pictured on page 104.

[page 1, lines 1-6]
BarfuB bei Brunn in Mahren
den 24/8.66
Lieben Theuren in Amerika!
1
2
3
4
5
6

Ihr werdet Euch nicht wenig wundern daB Ihr von mir
enlich einmal ein paar Zeilen in die Hand bekommt.
DaB ich glucklich durchgekommen bin das werdet Ihr
schon
von zu Hause erfahren haben aber vie 1 mehr erwartet Ihr
doch zu
wissen. Ich will Euch in kurzen Wroten meine Erlegnisse
in diesem fiir PreuBen so gliicklichen Feldzuge
berichten.

[page 6, lines 2-13]
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Ich will nun aufh6ren mit schreiben denn dieses
Mal k6nnt Ihr Euch nicht beklagen iiber mich.
In der Hoffnung daB Euch me in Brief Alle, Dich
liebe Mutter, Dorthchen nebst Schwager u. Kinder,
Bernhard u. Schwagerin nebst Kinder, August
u. Fritz bei der besten Gesundheit antreffen
verbleibe ich euer Euch ewig liebender
Georg Franke
N ochmals viele GruBe an tinchen u. meinen
ebenfalls unbekannten Schwager.
Viele GruBe an alle Verwandete u. Bekannte und
ich bitte nochmals mir recht bald zu schreiben.
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The following is the English translation of Georg Franke's letter.
Bracketed notations serve to clarify punctuation or meaning.
Barfuss at Brunn in Miihren
[the] 24/8. 66
Dear ones in America!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

You will certainly be quite surprised that you
finally have received a few lines from me.
You have probably already heard from home
that I got through safely, but you will want to know
a little more
than that. I want to tell you briefly about
this campaign which ended so fortunately for Prussia.
On the 16th of May we left Weissenfels and remained
behind Torgau for 14 days. Then we went around Saxony
towards Lower Silesia and on the 16th of June we
moved into L6bau Saxony. There we stayed for 6 days.
Then we marched past Zittau and moved over
the Bohemian border on the 23rd, taking Saxony
without raising the sword. Surely, you will know that
Bohemia
is closed in by awesome mountains. To cross these was
a difficult matter, while we had the enemy in front
of us and had to march over the mountain range
separately. However, we finished the first march without
resistance and set up a camp in the middle of the
mountains.
It rained all night and our watch fires would not burn[;]
there was no thought of lying down. The 24th was the
same
with the difference that our Ulanen and
our Fuseliere had an advance combat with Hungarian
Husars in which the latter ones lost and
were driven into flight. Firstly I want to note here
that I had to butcher! all these days from the
beginning of the campaign until today and that
I did not have to stand watch because of it. After

[Page 2]

2

marching the entire day, I always had to step up and
butcher.
The following day we changed quarters so that we
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could dry our clothing, because we were drenched to the
bones.
The following morning (the 26th of June) we started at 3
o'clock in the morning
with half-wet clothes. At 9 o'clock we encountered the
enemy
who had stationed himself well behind Liebenau.
Through our brave advance and mainly through the good
shooting
of our artillery we were able to put the enemy
completely to flight
in one hour. Now we rested and cooked [and]
beer and wine were distributed which had been obtained
in Liebenau.
We broke camp at 5 0 'clock so that the enemy would not
be able
to settle himself in, nevertheless he had already
barricaded himself
in the village [of] Podoll, [and] our regiment was ordered to
[do] the same. We still had to do some 4 hours of
marching and when we arrived twilight had set in.
The Jager had made the attack and when they had
fired all their ammunition it was announced: the 2
batallions of the 31 st were moved[.]
my regiment (5) [the fifth] had the first attack: Our ardent
captain led us in a passionate attack on the
village
(meanwhile it had gotten dark). The Austrians_
shot fiercely at us, but a little too high, because 10
feet
away from the enemy nobody was dead yet.
[Then] suddenly our captain falls down, hit by 2 .
bullets. There was some confusion, but soon
the senior lieutenant took over the command and
we started to fire fiercely. In short, after 2 hours
of fighting and with the help of our Fiiseliere we
had taken the village. We got them, 20, 30-50 men
. and officers out of the houses and cellars. The village
was
occupied by 2 regiments of infantry and 1
Higerbatallion (Tyrolians).
We took about 600 prisoners, among them
6 officers. The Austrians had 259 deaths and we [had] 23.
In adcJition both sides had wounded [soldiers]. The next day we
had
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34 a cease fire so that the corpses could be buried
35 and we should have some time to recover. On the 28th
[Page 3]
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

we marched on. A 1/2 hour away from Podoll
there is a high and steep mountain range. From this
mountain range
we unexpectedly received devastating artillery fir[ e]
that we had
to run as fast as possible to get out of shooting
range.
One man was left dead but the 27's [soldiers from that regiment]
had come from
the left side and took the entire battery in a rush.
The 8th Army Corps also came to our aid and
so the enemy was driven back the entire day
with terrible losses. I cannot tell you all
the details otherwise I would not finish in 3 days.
We were never driven back and we all had to
march a dreadful lot. Where the enemy showed himself
he was knocked down. It continued like this till the 3rd
of July, this day
I will never forget in my life and I will
never experience one like it again. Our division,
the 8th or Div. Horn, had the vanguard. We
had the field watch that night and didn't get any
rest. At half-past two we received the order to leave.
Without having coffee
or even eating something we had to march forward. First
we had to search abig forest which had been
deserted by the enemy and then we went through the wet
wheat fields where our bodies got drenched to the belt.
After marching for another 1/2 hour we received
the first cannon shot which was the beginning of this
horrible battle. For a 1/2 hour we had to endure this
without being able to move forward. God was guarding us,
[because] nobody
of the battalion was killed or wounded. Some of our
army carts had arrived and we had to clean up
a forest that was occupied by the enemy.
When the enemy had been driven out and
reached the other side of the forest the
enemy cannons made us stop. Now it turned
bad for us, for 7 1/2 hours we had to lie
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[written in the side margin] The battle was near Koniggratz
our position; it was an important point. Our brigade
commander, General V. Bose, stayed with our
battalion. As soon as cavalry or infantry
advanced on us we would shoot in cold blood
at them after which they would draw back
with terrible losses. They noticed that their attacks
were
in vain and they le't us lie there, only the front
grenades never stopped for a minute, flying between us
md
,
one piece shattered my rifle. I have to note here:
We had to hold that one position for such a long
time and were not able to advance because the
crown, prince and his army
was only able to come to our aid in the afternoon,
and we were too weak to make further attacks on the
horrible
rows of the enemy alone. Let me be brief now. We
gained such a victory over the Austrians and Saxons
as has never been seen before. We were continually on
their
heels. They were scattered [to] all four winds.
On the 21 st of July they had settled themselves near
Pressburg[.]
On the 22nd the battle commenced with only the 4th Army
Corps standing against the enemy. We (on the 31 st) and
the 71st
circled the enemy for 3 1/2 hours always running; we
had to go through the lower Carpathian. Mountains[;]
at Pressburg we attacked the enemy from behind. It took
our
entire courage to push them back[,] who had occupied
all the forests and vineyards around Pressburg.
Just as we were winning a cease fire was
called and everybody was glad.
With singing and laughing we marched through
the Austrian regiments and 1000 feet away from
their camp we erected ours. That evening our
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32 musicians played the song: "We all thank God" and
33 everybody thanked the Lord that he had helped and
protected us.
34 After 5 days the preliminary peace treaty was signed by
Austria
35 and we marched back here where we are hoping
36 every day that the hoped-for peace will be signed and
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we will return to our garrison. Hopefully we do not
have to serve very much longer after that[.]
I have only told you about what I experienced
personally[;] you probably read everything
in the newspaper. Now enough of the war story.
Your letters that I received from home showed that you
are all really well which has always been my fervent
wish,
even throughout the entire war, but what made
me very glad was that you, dear mother, have
recovered so well and you are healthy and
cheerful again. I hope that you all are well and
cheerful as I have been and still am. Very many
died from the strenuous hardship, but I always
held myself bravely. When we were still in Hungary
I also received a letter from Christel in which
he longingly wishes that I were there[;]
his business is going well, but he still suffers
from rheumatism and gout. He is going to cure it
in the baths[;] that is why he wishes me back so he
has somebody to rely on. [A second daughter is there
as well.]
lowe you a lot of thanks, too, my
dear brothers, for the money that you sent me and
I hope that you earned it a hundred times again.
Now I beg you to write me a little
very soon and even you Bernhard,
a bad finger is no excuse.
Please greet Tinchen from me and ask her
if she has forgotten me entirely that she hasn't
written a word to me. Maybe you can send her
my letter, so that she will know the story
of my suffering. How much I would like to
be with you right at this moment, but I
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will have to stop thinking about it.
I will end my letter now and this time
you cannot complain about my writing.
I hope that this letter reaches you,
dear mother, Dortchen and brother-in-law and children,
Bernhard and sister-in-law and children,
August and Fritz; and that you are
healthy. I remain your eternally loving
Georg Franke
Again, many greetings to Tinchen 2 and my
unknown brother-in-law[.p
Many greetings to all the relatives and friends
and I ask you to write me very soon.

NOTES

I. Georg Franke was a butcher by trade.
2. "Tinch en" is Ernestine Huning. Her maiden name was Franke; she was Georg's
sister and Franz Huning's wife. Clara Huning Fergusson was Ernestine's daughter.
3. The "unkown" brother-in-law was Franz Huning.
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Book Reviews

Frontier and Region: Essays in Honor of Martin Ridge. Edited by Robert C.
Ritchie and Paul Andrew Hutton. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1997. xvi + 263 pp. l1lustrations, notes, index. $29.95.)
The contributors to this volume were convened in 1992 to honor Martin Ridge
on his retirement as Director of Research at the Henry E. Huntington Library. Beginning his teaching career in 1951, Ridge joined the history faculty at the University of Indiana in 1966 and edited the Journal ofAmerican History until he joined
the staff of the Huntington Library in 1977. As editor and member of the executive
board of the Organization of American Historians (OAH), and again at the Huntington, Ridge proved himself a skillful administrator, as well as a wise councillor.
He was also marvelously adept at suggesting improvements in manuscripts or research projects. While with the OAH, Ridge was an important figure in the councils of the profession and his views and impeccable scholarship made him a central
participant in the rekindled Turner controversies during the 1980s. Throughout,
his positions were soundly based, his demeanor calm, his helpfulness unfailing,
and his sense of humor ever present. Commemoration of service was never more
deserved.
In Part I of this volume the editors present papers concerning the location of
the West. Walter Nugent describes how various groups came to find their Wests,
James P. Ronda outlines the river-centered western vision of Thomas Jefferson,
and James H. Madison argues that the Midwest is no longer western. In dealing
with the political West, Charles E. Rankin traces the career of Frederic E. Lockley,
Donald 1. Pisani examines federalism in the American West during the years 19001940, Richard Lowitt sketches the debate in the United States Senate over Hetch
Hetchy Dam, and Melody Johnson explains Lyndon Johnson's contributions to the
National Parks system. The third section deals with the Wests of American popular
culture. Paul Hutton considers the Crockett Almanacs and Glenda Riley analyzes
the cowgirl image that Annie Oakley created. Richard White contrasts the Wests of
Frederick Jackson Turner and Buffalo Bill Cody. In Part IV, focusing on historiography, Albert L. Hurtado discusses Herbert E. Bolton and the case of the "Fake
Drake Plate," while Howard R. Lamar describes the contributions of leading creative writers in sustaining the frontier hypothesis, 1920-1960. Hutton provides an
insightful introduction to the collection. This book handsomely fulfills its purpose.
Allan G. Bogue
University of Wisconsin, Madison
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Native American Identities: From Stereotype to Archetype in Art and Literature. By Scott B. Vickers. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1998. xiii + 194 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth,
$19.95 paper.)

In Native American Identities, Denver-based writer Scott Vickers argues that
Indians' self-concepts have been transformed by artists and writers in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries from stereotypically negative and simplistic views
to more archetypically positive and complex images. In the process, however, Indian artists and writers tended to become more individuated and separated from
their cultural traditions. To prove this argument, Vickers offers some compelling
and, in some cases, convincing evidence. I am inclined, however, to dispute his
underlying thesis that Christian traditions have encouraged Native Americans to
embrace an individualistic value system more in line with non-Indian than with
Indian communities. Some Native American traditions have remained more prolific than the Christian ones that the author discusses. Furthermore, at one point (p.
129), Vickers links individuation with maturation in a way that privileges the category of individualism over traditionalism in his analysis.
The subject of identity in general is a difficult one, and Vickers should be
applauded for taking on the ambitious topic of Native American identity in particular. By bringing together material on Indian artists and writers, Vickers contributes
enormously to the growing historiography on evolving cultural and social selfconceptions. The author reveals the many-faceted aspects ofIndian identity, and,
where possible, allows artists and writers to speak for themselves. In one memorable quote, the postmodern painter Jimmie Durham.(Cherokee) offers an "Artist's
Disclaimer" that pokes fun at the "pure Indian" seal of approval mandated by Public Law 101-644, also known as the Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990: "1 am a
full-blood contemporary artist, of the subgroup (or clan) called sculptors. I am not
an American Indian, nor have I ever seen or sworn loyalty to India. I am not a
Native 'American,' nor do I feel that 'America' has any right to name me or unname me" (p. 163).
Although I found Native American Identities to be challenging and rewarding,
unfortunately I cannot recommend it to a wider, popular audience. Vickers deals
with a variety of topics and theoretical approaches, but his study does not provide
adequate background information on, and justification for, socio-psychological
theory. In addition, the author incorporates much material that is not new, including analyses of western films, discussion of the savage/civilization dichotomy, and
reiteration of secondary literature. As for the Native "voice," Vickers often provides views of Indians from non-Indian perspectives; indeed, Emily Dickinson is
mentioned more often than Leslie Marmon Silko. Still, despite these criticisms,
Native American Identities tackles a daunting subject in an informative and insightful way.
Jerry A. Davis
University of New Mexico
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The Battle of Glorieta Pass: A Gettysburg of the West, March 26-28, 1862. By
Thomas S. Edrington and John Taylor. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1998. ix + 176 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

The Civil War in the Southwest has gained increasing scholarly attention, including two books published in 1995-John Taylor's Bloody Valverde: A Civil
War Battle on the Rio Grande ( University of New Mexico Press) and Donald S.
Frazier's excellent overview, Blood and Treasure: Confederate Empire in the Southwest (Texas A&M University Press). Taylor and Thomas Edrington now provide a
detailed treatment of another part of the New Mexico campaign-the Battle of
Glorieta Pass.
While the numbers of troops engaged in the Southwest was modest-only a
few thousand men-each side recognized that fighting there widened the war. By
attacking the Federals in New Mexico, Southerners might expand the boundaries
of the Confederacy at the expense of the Union. Winning battles and holding new
territory could have boosted Confederate status and morale.
Edrington and Taylor carefully describe and analyze the tactics and leadership
on both sides at Glorieta Pass, located only a few miles southeast of Santa Fe. In
the authors' view, both sides fielded colorful leaders, though few of them proved
to be stalwart military commanders. The authors re-examine a battle known in its
outline and in some of its particulars, but never has the engagement been dealt with
in such detail. Tactically, the Confederates invading New Mexico won the sequence
of engagements comprising the Battle of Glorieta but were crippled when Union
cavalry burned their supplies and wagons. Edrington and Taylor demonstrate that
this logistics disaster forced the Confederates to retreat into Texas.
The book's subtitle raises a question. In their analysis the authors reject the
notion that Glorieta should be compared to Gettysburg, the famous battle involving much larger armies fought in Pennsylvania the following year. In their conclusion (pp. 113-14) they discuss features that may make the battles seem similar
(both were three-day battles coming after southern forces attacked deep in Union
territory), but do not stray from their introductory contention that "the analogy
between Glorieta and Gettysburg is far from a perfect one and perhaps serves the
novelist better than it does the historian" (p. 4). They do not offer references to
several historians who support the analogy.
The book is handsomely designed. Fourteen maps, some using military figures and cannons to portray troop locations, are easy to read. The authors' research
is grounded in primary sources and supported by secondary works. Thirty-five
photographs of participants and places along with a detailed appendix on the armies;
order of battle and casualties round out the work.
Joseph G. Dawson, III
Texas A&M University
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Undocumented in L.A.: An Immigrant's Story. By Dianne Walta Hart.
(Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources Inc., 1997. xxix + 136 pp. Notes.
$45.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

An oral history of a Nicaraguan family's journey to and life in the United
States as undocumented immigrants, this book focuses on Yamileth, whom the author first met in 1983 in Nicaragua. Preceded by her older sister, Yamileth, who
had worked for the Sandinistas, immigrated with her son to Los Angeles in 1989.
The book is filled with rich descriptions ofYamileth's and her family's life in Los
Angeles and puts a human face on the immigration debate. There is a lot here about
the daily lives of immigrants and this, in fact, is the most important contribution of
the book and, perhaps, the principal one the author wants to make.
But it is only one story, and while the book provides glimpses into the lives of
other immigrants with similar experiences, the author makes little attempt to place
this case into a broader analytical context. She does not cite or critically engage the
rich and extensive immigration literature and, thus, as a scholarly piece, the book
is oflimited value to researchers. Hart cites newspaper articles almost exclusively,
for example, including, an account of a Rand Corporation study she could have
read and cited directly. On the other hand, Hart does remind researchers that case
studies and oral histories of immigrants and the myriad activities in which they
engage can be instructive and are pieces of a puzzle on immigration that we are
trying to assemble. I wish Hart had made more of an attempt to put her piece together with the work of others, but I enjoyed the book nonetheless and recommend
it to anyone interested in learning more about the lives of immigrants in Los Angeles today.
Hector L. Delgado
University of California, Irvine

Mormon Passage: A Missionary Chronicle. By Gary Shepherd and Gordon
Shepherd. (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1998. xvi + 454 pp. Illustration, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.)

As one of the fastest-growing religions in the world, the Mormon Church's
increased membership is a direct function of the number of Latter Day Saint missionaries laboring in the field. Recruitment rather than natural increase is what
drives Mormon expansion, and the best single predictor of the annual Mormon
conversion rate is the size of the church's missionary force. The current number of
approximately fifty thousand missionaries requires thirty thousand new missionaries to enter service every year at an annual cost to church members of over $225
million. But more than a mechanism for fueling the church's growth, the missionary ethic lies at the heart of Mormons' active lay participation and the church's
ongoing vitality. The missionary experience serves two functions: recruitment of
new members into the faith, and a rite of passage and training ground for Mormon
youth.
GarY'Shepherd and Gordon Shepherd's Mormon Passage provides a first-hand
study of the largely overlooked Mormon practice of missionary service-what the
authors believe is the predominant paradigmatic shaping experience for Mormons.
The Shepherds are twin brothers who were called to missionary service at the same
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place and time (Mexico in the mid-1960s), and the volume is an edited integration
of their personal journals and letters as youthful missionaries, supplemented by
academic essays on the structure, historical context, and significance of the Mormon missionary enterprise .
. The authors document and analyze the LDS' missionary experience as a complex social system where young missionaries follow the developmental path prescribed by the Mormon community. What emerges is an illustration of the process
in which religious careers are forged, tested, and solidified, foreshadowing the development within the lay church as neophytes increase their self-confidence and
acquire the requisite skills for eventual assumption of leadership responsibilities.
The Shepherds convincingly argue that the Mormon mission becomes the most
powerful formative episode in the subsequent lives of those who serve, and the
practical training gained through the mission experience provides church members
with the ability to meet institutional objectives that include fulfilling the needs of
ordinary people to belong and participate. As an idealized training ground for the
rest of a church member's life, the mission becomes a microcosm of the institutional church where a Mormon-American managerial culture is modeled and transmitted, providing generational continuity for Mormon society.
Dan Erickson
Chaffey College

Descansos: An Interrupted Journey. By Rudolfo Anaya, Juan Estevan Arellano,
and Denise Chavez. (Albuquerque: Academia/El Norte Publications, 1995. 180
pp. llIustrations. No price.).

Three premier Chicano writers collaborated on this collection of fleeting reflections on culture, mortality, and memory as expressed in the folk tradition of
descansos or roadside crosses that grace the highways and byways of New Mexico.
Sixty-one stunning photographs by Estevan Arellano are captioned with proverbs,
laments, and prayers such as "Dios da y Dios quita" (God gives and God takes
away) and "Nom as los recuerdos quedan" (only memories remain). Other texts
include poems, anecdotes, legends, and even a short play. Rudolfo Anaya recalls
the journeys of his youth and earliest lessons on life and death: "La Uorona flew
out in a fury to distract passing motorists.... Later, the crosses of the descansos
grew like sunflowers near that bridge"(p. 47). Arellano's discoveries include the
petroglyph crosses that honor the Nuevomexicanos who died defending their homes
from the invading American Army in the 1847 Battle of Embudo. A native of Las
Cruces, the city named for the crosses by the Camino Real, Chavez invents epitaphs'suggested by landscape and the names of the dead: "Lucero / The light-filled
one / buried at the top of the crest / in a river of rocks. / Your stones / are prayers /
carried with you / in your dying" (p. 158). If the reproduction of the photographs
had only achieved the same resonance and fidelity of the texts, this book would be
what it aspires to be: the definitive study of the descansos of New Mexico.
Enrique R. Lamadrid
University Of New Mexico
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Rethinking American Indian History. Edited by Donald L. Fixico. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997. x + 139 pp. Notes, bibliography,
index. $35.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

This provocative collection of articles challenges the way historians have written American Indian histories. Rethinking American Indian History traces the evolution of American Indian history from the early studies on Indian warfare,
ethnographies, and anthropological studies of the 1950s, to the changes of the 1960s
and 1970s. Providing valuable historiographical and methodological reviews, the
authors offer suggestions for incorporating ethnohistory, oral history, women's
history, environmental history, and new analyses.
In Part One entitled "Historiography," James Axtell carefully defines terminology, dispels myths, and lays out the origin and development of ethnohistory. He
appropriately suggests that the best places to utilize ethnohistories are in "Frontiers" (p. 24). Axtell offers a valuable and comprehensive list of previously overlooked sources. William T. Hagan traces the development of American Indian
history, explaining that long before "New Western History" appeared, the American Society for Ethnohistory challenged American Indian history to reach beyond
pioneers' and governmental officials' documents. He continues that tradition by
offering enlightening directions for inquiry, urging scholars to emphasize Indian
initiatives and calling for a more comprehensive combination of tribal, environmental, biographical, and recent Indian history. Glenda Riley's article is equally
intriguing. Riley aptly asserts that while western women's history originally overlooked American Indian women, historians began to look into the public, private,
intimate, and ceremonial lives of American Indian women after the 1980s.
Part Two, entitled "Analysis and Methodology," begins with an interesting
article by Theda Perdue. She cautions historians, archaeologists, and anthropologists to "overcome not only the legacy of their disciplines, but also their own
ethnocentrism"(p. 78). Her non-condemnatory article argues for an understanding
of American Indian women's lives from their points of view, particularly their ritual
life. Although obscure in historical documents, ritual lives "can nevertheless be
inferred" (p. 79). Richard White urges historians to discern how American Indians
felt about and interacted with the natural world by delving into archaeology, language, spatial history, and environmental history. He also cautions, "If interdisciplinary history is not going to be one field borrowing the mistakes of another, we
need to be constantly aware of other disciplines" (p. 98). Angela Cavender Wilson's
article is a well-argued call to include oral traditions and oral histories. Since few
authors have incorporated oral history and traditions, she describes the moral and
ethical considerations of "doing" oral history. Finally, Donald L. Fixico provides a
comprehensive summary of current methodologies and an extensive historiographic
essay. He urges scholars to continue oral, environmental, biographical, women's,
quantitative, agricultural, demographic, and narrative histories, as well as
ethnohistory: First encounters, economic history, contemporary history, and the
re-creation of Indian communities are areas that should be explored more thoroughly.
One of the most valuable contributions of this book is its ability to illuminate
problems inherent in historiographic records and monographs without condemning
them, and to see them instead as contributing to a progressive understanding that
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will continue to develop. Offering new directions and lessons learned from former
classics of American Indian history, scholars will appreciate Rethinking American
Indian History as a guide for those who are" thinking about American Indian history" (p. 3).
Most daunting about this call for more comprehensive studies is the level of
inference advocated by some authors. In a cautionary note, Riley suggests that the
issue of who can "do" women's history has vexed and often separated women's
historians (p. 50). The same quandary has surfaced in American Indian history as
well. To what extent will Pueblo Indians, for example, allow non-Indians to "infer"
their past from Spanish documents? One must certainly try, yet incorporate as many
elements of New Indian History as possible to create a better understanding, for as
Angela Cavender Wilson stated, "the time for accountability... has definitely come"
(p. 106).
Sandra K. Mathews-Lamb
Nebraska Wesleyan University

The Rural West Since World War II. Edited by R. Douglas Hurt. (Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 1998.258 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.)

Although most westerners in the second half of the twentieth century were
urban dwellers, the rural West during this period still played a significant role in
the region's life. This collection of essays focuses directly on the non-urban West
and touches on a wide range of topics dealing with its development.
Professor Hurt is the current editor of Agricultural History and the author of
several excellent books about the history of western agriculture. Although the essays in this collection are not grouped, they do fall 'into several broad categories.
Most deal with social topics while others discuss economic, political, and environmental subjects. Surprisingly, the important place that the rural West occupies in
the imagination of Americans is addressed in this volume.
David Lewis concerns himself with conditions of Native Americans in the
West. He finds that their situation is anomalous because while they have had a
rural identity, most have not been engaged actively in farming or cattle-raising.
Paula Nel~on finds other paradoxes in her analysis of rural life and social changes.
While the material living standards of most rural people rose appreciably during
the last half of the century, they also faced increasing disruption of their sense of
community. Sandra Schackel writes about the lives of farm and ranch women. The
impact of technology on their lives was considerable. Since 1945, fewer women
were to be found in field work, with the exception of migratory workers. Rather,
women became full-time homemakers, and increasingly took on a variety of jobs in
nearby towns. As for the farm workers, Ann Effland deals more fully with seasonal
labor. She considers the influence of technology on their lives, and emphasizes the
changing ethnic composition of this work force, especially in California where
Hispanics eventually predominanted. She focuses mainly on American conditions.
It would be helpful to be less ethnocentric and at least to recognize the other side of
the border. There, enormous population pressures, high unemployment, and the
state of the Mexican economy provided the context for Hispanic workers in the
United States.
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Other essays deal with economic issues. Mark Friedberger provides an informative description of cattle-raising and dairying, emphasizing the increasing complexity of the industry. Harry McDean concerns himself with agribusiness. He
describes the role of individual companies such as Tenneco, John Deere, Caterpillar, and Gallo Wine. Their functions often seemed less related to food production
than to high finance.
Political influences also shaped the rural West. Thomas Wessel astutely traces
federal agricultural policy since 1945. The purpose of public policy was to control
surplus production and to prevent low prices. In 1996, Congress terminated what
had become one of the massive subsidy programs of the era. Donald Pisani contributes a cogent analysis of federal water policies. He suggests that these programs,
together with rising land prices, irrigation costs, and the need for greater capital
investments, contributed to the decline of the family farm in the West.
James Sherow concerns himself with environment and farming in the region.
In tracing the often conflicting views of farmers and environmentalists, he suggests that greater mutual understanding developed in the years after 1970. That, he
predicts, provides greater hope for the future.
Professor Hurt hopes that these essays will be a useful reference, and also a
point of embarkation for future research. They certainly accomplish these objectives and are a most useful addition to the literature of Western history.
Gerald D. Nash
University of New Mexico

Rituals of Rule, Rituals of Resistance: Public Celebrations and Popular Culture in Mexico. Edited by William H. Beezley, Cheryl English Martin, and
William E. French. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1994.
xxxii + 374 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes. $55.00 cloth, $17.95 paper)

This book does what a good collection should: it is a work that is intellectually
more than the sum of its parts. It accomplishes this through careful organization of
essays, an introduction that clearly posits the central theme, and a perceptive conclusion by Eric Van Young.
Rituals of Rule, Rituals of Resistance is an outgrowth of papers presented in
1990 at the Eighth Conference of Mexican and North American Historians in San
Diego. The essays are centered on the use of public rituals and celebrations to
impose dominance and elicit compliance and consensus, and the use by the subaltern-through popular culture-to utilize public celebrations to support subversion and resistance of the dominant system. Students ofresistance in Latin America
will appreciate how some essays establish the concept of the hegemonic use of
public ritual in Mexico so that it is easier to understand the resistance described in
those studies that focus on popular culture's challenge to and subversion of dominant authority.
The introduction clearly defines the central theme, and is supported through a
wide variety of historical and theoretical sources. To develop the concept of public
ceremonies used for consensus and control, the editors cite scholars important to
postmodern and cultural studies such as Michel Foucault, Mikhail Bahkhtin and
Benedict Anderson, and intellectual historians and anthropologists including Ina
Clendennin, Alan Knight, Clifford Geertz, and Dominick LaCapra.
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The conclusion by Van Young is critical to the overall value of the book. Van
Young summarizes and comments upon the other studies, the book as a whole, and
adds his own ideas about the principal themes. Among these is a discussion of
ethnicity, an area largely neglected in the preceding essays.
Many essays bear specific mention for their unique contributions. William
Beezley's study, set principally in Mexico City and Guadalajara during the Porfiriato,
profiles how Porfirian elites transformed the public celebrations ofthree civic holidays. The holidays became more individualized and sanitized spectator events to
display the consumerism of the elite, rather than the participatory and carnivalesque
celebrations of the past that reinforced tradition and community.
William E. French investigates the Parral mining district and the inculcation
of the work ethic among mine workers. Using numerous primary sources, he describes how workers employed aspects of popular culture to claim their self-worth
and identity as separate from that of the gente decente. Although they came to
internalize aspects of the work ethic and the moralizing of the middle class, they
also developed distinctive concepts and used aspects of popular culture to transform the middle-class discourse.
Finally, Cheryl English Martin contributes an insightful consideration of eighteenth-century Chihuahua and the use of public fanfare in labor discipline. Martin
describes the planning and management of public celebrations carried out by council members, who balanced demands of civic pride, loyalty to Bourbon monarchs,
and the need for labor discipline and control. Martin mentions that workers in Chihuahua had less-entrenched traditions for celebrations because many had emigrated
to the area and had left their family and community networks. On the other hand,
workers did find ways to maintain a resistance to total elite control.
Carol E. Pearson
North Dakota State University

As If Jesus Walked on Earth: Cardenismo, Sonora, and the Mexican Revolution. By Adrian A. Bantjes. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources Inc.,
1998. xix + 320 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $50.00)

The book's title led me to assume it was a eulogy to the Lazaro Cardenas era.
In fact, it is an excellent study based upon solid research. Well written and supplemented with interesting photographs, it is fundamental to understanding Sonora
during the 1930s.
Although this book is mostly jargon-free, there are a few lapses at the outset.
To declare that a capitalist society became the goal of 1920s governments is overstating matters, if only because Bantjes declares on the same page (p. 9) that
Jacobinism became the key feature after 1931 before massive resistance forced
Cardenas to redefine the goals of the Mexican state.
After the first dozen pages, clear writing 'and solid analysis emerge. The mindless, unpopular "defaniticization" program directed against religion is an interesting feature that the author describes vividly. There is also a fine rendition of the
role of teachers, who often pursued a confrontational path against local traditions
at the behest of federal authorities. Bantjes succinctly uses data to back up his
points. In fact, each chapter contains a set of conclusions, a testimony to the book's
tight organization.
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Bantjes has an amazing ability to discuss clearly the complexity of Sonora at
all socioeconomic levels. For example, the autonomy of local labor groups and
their relationship to both Sonora and the federal government is quite revealing.
Bantjes' analysis of the 1938 oil expropriation and how it led to a change of direction in federal policies, particularly the ability of conservative governors to persuade Cardenas to curtail his radical programs, is a fine corrective to the traditional
interpretation. Bantjes makes a good case for arguing that 1938 is the turning point
from Cardenista populistic mobilization to today's policies. He cogently chronicles
the labor history of Sonora up to the 1970s. His goal of critically examining the
Cardenas period in Sonora must be considered a great success because of the author's
balanced perspective. If Bantjes seems somewhat partial to the Cardenas reform
agenda, it does not mar the narrative.
Douglas W. Richmond
University of Texas, Arlington

Land of Many Hands: Women in the American West. By Harriet Sigerman.
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 188 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $24.95.)

When I settled back to dig into this copiously illustrated and accessible volume, I discovered immediately that it was not what I had expected. This is not a
work that devotes itself to deep, intensive analysis of women's roles in the West a
la the social historical mantra (race, class, gender, sexuality). Rather, it is a reasonably researched and nicely presented historical narrative in which Sigerman intersperses descriptions of women's work and women's lives on the trail, the homestead,
and in the burgeoning urban West with the words of women themselves lifted from
the pages of their letters and diaries.
The author begins her tour in Chapter 1 with a discussion of "Native Peoples
and Early Hispanic Settlement." She then moves into a description of westward
migration and the myriad peoples involved in the search for something "better" out
west. Chapter 3 deals with life on the Overland Trail; Chapters 4 and 5 tackle life
on the frontier and the varieties of tasks in which women were engaged; Chapter 6
provides a glimpse of "Western Women at Work," including descriptions of ranching, midwifery, boarding houses, and a fledgling service economy that employed
waitresses; and Chapter 7 discusses women's roles in building western communities through churches and clubs.
I must admit that I was mildly disappointed with the simplistic and generalizedapproach Sigerman employs: "[Indian] Men mostly held more visible positions of authority, but [Indian] women bore essential responsibilities because they
provided the practical needs of their people-they grew the food and made the
clothing and tools from the big animals caught by their men" (pp. 18-19). Such a
sentence reads more like a layperson's guide to anthropology than a historical analysis ofIndian women's roles.
And though [ do applaud the author's attempts to incorporate women from a
variety of ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds into Land of Many Hands (those
of us who study western women's history are perhaps hyper-vigilant in this re-
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spect), I was frustrated by what I could not help but feel was a superficial treatment
of the subject, given the untapped resources the author discovered. The photographs of African Americans, for example, who came west are truly remarkable
and left me wanting much more than Sigerman supplied.
In the author's defense, I would assign this book in undergraduate western
history courses because her descriptions, derived from primary and secondary documents, of the material aspects of everyday life lend valuable insight into the hardships westward-bound migrants faced not only on the trail, but at trail's end. Land
of Many Hands is a wonderfully visual work in terms of narrative history and I
think very useful for· readers who want a quick and entertaining introduction to
western women's history. For those who want a more in-depth and analytical approach, th is is not it.
Evelyn A. Schlatter
University of New Mexico

Before the Great Spirit: The Many Faces of Sioux Spirituality. By Julian Rice.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. xiii + 175 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $22.50 paper.)

Julian Rice again enriches our understanding of Sioux culture through in-depth
examinations of oral and written narratives. Exploring stories and their relation to
the cultural practices of the Dakota, Nakota, and Lakota, Rice expands some ideas
introduced in his four earlier volumes, but here focuses exclusively on Sioux spirituality. Throughout, he discusses the need for a continued manifestation of spirituality in Sioux life that "keeps the community alive" (p. 23). Drawing upon previously
unpublished manuscripts, ethnographic texts, and new investigations of works such
as Black Elk Speaks, Rice investigates spirituality as evidenced in stories about the
roles of warriors, tricksters, culture heroes, Thunderers, heyokas or scared clowns,
spirits, symbols, and games. He emphasizes "creative variations and lack of dogma"
(p. 154) in Sioux spiritual thought as evidenced in what some have seen as "inconsistencies" in narratives. This recognition of spiritual independence and intellectual creativity directly contradicts the unity and monotheism projected by such
writers as James R. Walker, the agency physician at Pine Ridge from 1896 to 1916,
to whom Rice devotes an entire chapter. Walker's explication of the Lakota world
view is strongly influenced by his own Puritan ethic. Other anthropologists and
writers who provide the basis for Rice's discussions include Frances Densmore,
Paul Radin, Samuel and Gideon Pond, Stephen Riggs, Wilson Wallis, George
Bushotter, and, in particular, Ella Deloria.
Rice writes in a clear and accessible style. His use of both widely read works
and unpublished or lesser-known sources makes the volume of potential interest to
diverse audiences.
Joyce Szabo
University of New Mexico
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Lawman: The Life and Times of Harry Morse: 1835-1912. By John
Boessenecker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. xviii + 366 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth.)

This work by an eminent writer on old-time outlaws and lawmen can be viewed
from several vantage points: the storied career of Harry Morse, the ins and outs of
law enforcement in the Old West, and the interplay between Hispanics and Anglos
in Old California. Boessenecker describes Morse as a "gunfighter, manhunter, and
sleuth whose career is without parallel in the history of the American frontier" (p.
xiii). More importantly, the author, like other western historians in recent years,
shows the difference between the blood-and-thunder school of thought about Old
West gunfighting lawmen who occasionally pinned on a tin star, and those individuals who saw law enforcement in the American West as a profession. As a career-minded peace officer, Morse spent decades learning the techniques needed to
investigate crimes and to track and capture outlaws and desperados.
From 1864 to 1873, Morse (born in New York in 1835) served as sheriff of
Alameda County, California, where he carried out both mundane and dramatic duties. On the one hand, in the mold of sheriffs described by Larry Ball in his writings on the territories of Arizona and New Mexico, Morse served summonses,
collected fees, kept records, and managed the county jail. On the other hand, Morse
and his posses chased, captured, or killed in desperate gun battles numerous hardnosed characters: Narciso Bojorques, Tomas Procopio Bustamante, Joe Newell,
Charlie Pratt, Juan Soto, and Jesus Tejada. Morse even led a state-funded posse to
catch Tiburcio Vasquez. To some, Hispanic outlaws were despicable bandidos; to
others, they were looked upon as social bandits fighting for a vanishing way of life.
Although Morse twice used unreliable evidence or false testimony in criminal cases,
his career as a sheriff, in the words of the author, was a "vital contribution to the
growth and development of California" (p. 225). His image in the field of law
enforcement had changed from "El Muchacho" (the boy sheriff) to "El Diablo"The Devil.
From 1878 until his death in 1912, Harry Morse ran a detective and patrol
agency. Here he carried out a variety of police operations that included hiring out
night patrolmen to exposing corrupt state and federal politicians, to taking into
custody Charles Boles, otherwise known as "Black Bart, the Poet Highwayman."
With his determination and ability in investigating crime, Morse can be compared
to other California detectives such as Isaiah Leas of the San Francisco Police Department and James Hume of Wells Fargo & Company. All three lived through
changing economic and social conditions in California. All three excelled in the
field of detection. All three became rivals in collaring lawbreakers. And all three
left a legacy of law and order in the state of California.
Harold J. Weiss, Jr.
Jamestown Community College
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Foxholes and Color Lines: Desegregating the U.S. Armed Forces. By Sherie
Mershon and Steven Schlossman. (Baltimore, Maryland: Johns Hopkins University, 1998. xiii + 393 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $34.95.)

This work by Sherie Mershon and Steven Schlossman has updated previous
versions about Black Americans in defense of our nation. This book serves to remind all Americans of the numerous adversities that Black Americans encountered
from WWII to Vietnam. It should be read by all who wish to understand what it
took for Black Americans to serve their country and to deal with the powers of
institutional racism. If one wishes to understand the role and power of the Black
press in the desegregation process of the military, Mershon and Schlossman provide valuable new insights.
The authors analyze the rationale for racial discrimination. They also chronicle
the desegregation process of all the military branches through the use of outstanding primary sources. These sources provide us with invaluable information on those
who opposed desegregation. These political and military leaders have negatively
affected America's race relations that still resonate. The policies they implemented
had far-reaching implications-even as far as the European community.
Mershon and Schlossman also provide new insights into Truman's Executive
Order 9981, which called for the desegregation of the armed forces. Mershon and
Schlossman should be commended for this well-researched work. However, like so
many writers of history, their work is dominated by men. Much more could have
been said about the encounters endured by Black females in the military, such as
the 6888th Central Postal Battalion; Black. nurses sent to Monrovia, Liberia; the
168th Station Hospital in England; and the role of desegregation played by the
Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS).
Overall, however, this work is a significant contribution to the history of sociopolitical race relations in the military and their impact on the American people.
Cortez Williams
University of New Mexico

Anasazi Architecture and American Design. Edited by Baker H. Morrow and
V. B. Price. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997. xviii + 241
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, index. $70.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.)
Anasazi Architecture and American Design is a provocative contribution to
the study of prehistoric Puebloan buildings. In contrast to the growing body of
"coffee-table" literature on ancient architecture in the northern Southwest that evokes
a remote and mysterious past, editors Baker H. Morrow and V. B. Price offer a
scholarly book that is intended to elicit inspiration from the past for "making humane and ecologically safe new cities in the future" (p. xv). In their view, the
people who built the magnificent communal structures in Chaco Canyon, New
Mexico, and Mesa Verde, Colorado, between 900 A.D. and 1300 A.D. were actively creating architectural metaphors for their societies, physical representations
of a harmonious balance between culture and nature. In 1991, the editors organized

234

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1999

a symposium at Mesa Verde National Park to explore the possibility that these
metaphorical buildings might offer planners a guide to improving modern-day urban life in the arid Southwest. Anasazi Architecture and American Design is a
compilation of essays presented by participants in that symposium.
The authors include professionals and scholars from different disciplines, but
while each chapter is interesting and thoughtful, few actually attempt to utilize the
past to prepare for the future. Instead, the overwhelming emphasis by individual
authors is on using the present to interpret the past, whether by architects and planners employing modern design theory to infer the motives and sensitivities of prehistoric builders, or archaeologists reading modern Puebloan cosmology into ancient
architectural forms. Only the architect Anthony Anella's discussion of his design
for a new visitor center at Mesa Verde National Park makes a strong case on behalf
of the volume's stated goals. Collectively, the volume's contributors are much more
concerned with assigning meaning to the ruins of Chaco and Mesa Verde than offering lessons for today's urban designers, a point made in Chapter I by the art
historian J. J. Brody.
Most of these efforts to interpret prehistoric architecture from modern perspectives are compelling in identifying likely social influences on the location and
configuration of individual buildings, especially those studies that systematically
examine the potential role of cosmology. The chapter by Anna Sofaer, for example,
suggests that lunar and solar cycles may have been incorporated into the positioning and layout of large Chacoan pueblos. It is curious, however, that the volume
largely neglects the economic and cultural context that social scientists would consider paramount in explaining the social role oflarge communal buildings. Current
archaeological research at Chaco and Mesa Verde focuses on warfare, social inequality, disease, and ecological degradation as critical elements in the development of densely nucleated human settlements, yetAnasazi Architecture and American
Design rarely even hints at these issues. As a result, the argument that Anasazi
architectural achievements provide an appropriate model for modern urban design
and social planning is not as thoroughly developed as it might have been. Nevertheless, this is a stimulating book that should promote innovative directions in the
study of prehistoric Southwest architecture.
W. H. Wills
University of New Mexico
A Chinaman's Chance: The Chinese on the Rocky Mountian Mining Frontier.
By Liping Zhu. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1997. xi + 231 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

In A Chinaman's Chance, Liping Zhu examines the experiences of a significant but oft-ignored Chinese community in the Boise Basin during the second half
of the nineteenth century. At their height in 1870, the Chinese made up 28.5 percent of the population in the Idaho Basin. Using archival documents, interviews,
local, regional, and California newspapers, and government materials, Zhu explores
aspects of Chinese life, including migration from China to Idaho, occupations, economics, and politics. His objective in this work, however, is not simply to study
this community, but to reverse the '''negative history' about the early Chinese experience" put forth by New Western Historians who tell "only the partial truth" (p.
2)
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In his "positive" account, Zhu deflates images of the victimization and exploitation of the Chinese. Zhu argues that the "different but equal" climate offered
many opportunities for economic success in certain occupations (p. 159). For 'example, Chinese miners were able to keep their placer mines working longer than
those of their competitors because of their superior water-management skills, and
merchants ,became leaders of their communities in Boise despite being at the bottom of the traditional Chinese hierarchy.'
In his efforts to highlight the positive, however, he does not discuss the more
subtle and complicated processes of discrimination. Zhu implies that the lower wages
paid to Chinese workers were beneficial because it made them more competitive.
He also suggests that the prostitution to which Chinese women were subjected was
positive because it offered them good economic opportunities. In his effort to reverse the "riegative," Zhu has overstated the importance of economics and ignored
the harsher realities of Chinese life. Also problematic are Zhu's use of antiquated
terms and concepts, such as the '.'melting pot" theory and the terms "Anglo-Americans" and "oriental," and his reproduction of the sterotyped, caricatured English of '
the Chinese.
Zhu provides insight ,into a community that has been largely ignored; however, more work must de devoted to the study of the communties of this region, and
both "positive" and "negative" histories must be explored.
Aliza S. Wong
University of Colorado, Boulder

~University Press of Colorado
SANTOS
Enduring Images of Northern New
Mexican Village Churches
Marie Romero Cash
Photographs byJack Parsons
Richly illustrated with examples of 18th- and
19th-century art from northern New Mexico's
village ,churches, Santos is an in-depth investigation into the artistic heritage of the New Mexican
santero (saint maker).
296 pages, 16-page color insert, 221 black &
white photographs
$39.95 hardcover

San Antonio
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THE SAN LUIS VALLEY
Land of the Six-Armed Cross,
Second Edition
Virginia McConnell Simmons
Introduction by David FridtjofHalaas
Unavailable for almost a decade, this highly
sought-after history of the San Luis Valley is now
back in print in an updated and revised edition.
Great Sand Dunes National Monument

368 pages, 81 black & white photographs
$39.95 hardcover JUNE 1999

GLASS PLATES &
WAGON RUTS
Images of the Southwest by
Lisle Updike & William
Pennington
H. Jackson Clark
Introduction by Duane A. Smith
208 pages, 124 black & white photographs
$29.95 hardcover
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Book Notes

Adventures of a Church Historian. By Leonard J. Arrington. (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1998. 249 pp. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. $29.95.)
University of Texas of the Permian Basin: A History. By V. R.
Cardozier. (Austin, TX: Eakin Press, 1998. vii + 280 pp. Illustrations,
tables, appendix, index. $19.95 paper.)
Of Earth and Elders: Visions and Voices from Native America. By Serle
Chapman. (Missoula, MT: Mountain Press Publishing Company, 1998.,
xiii + 218 pp. Illustrations. $24.95 paper.)
The Santa Fe Trail. By R .L. Dufus. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1999.283 pp. Map, bibliography, index. n.p.)
The Freeing of the Deer/Se da la libertad al venado: And Other New
Mexico Indian Myths/y otras leyendas de los indios de Nuevo Mexico.
By Carmen Gertudis Espinosa. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1999. x + 83 pp. Illustrations. $9.95 paper.)
Cuentos de Cuanto Hay: Tales from Spanish New Mexico. Collected by
J.Manuel Espinosa and edited and translated by Joe Hayes. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. Illustrations. $35.00 cloth,
$15.95 paper.)
Howl: The Artwork ofLuis Jimenez. By Camille Flores-Turney. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998.75 pp. Illustrations.
$45.00.)
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The Calling. By Dick Hyson. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado,
1999.422 pp. $24.95.)
Return of the Assassin: John Wilkes Booth. By W. C. Jameson. (Plano:
Republic of Texas Press, 1999. ix + 282. Illustrations, map, appendixes,
bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.)
Ancient Mexico: An Overview. By Jaime Litvak King. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1999. vii + 134 pp. Illustrations, map,
bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.)
Santa Fe in the Fifties: A Memoir of Change in the City Different. By
Violet Kochendoerfer. (Santa Fe: Western Edge Press, 1998. vi + 162 pp.
Illustrations. $16.95 paper.)
Under Cover for Wells Fargo: The Unvarnished Recollections of Fred
Dodge. Edited by Carolyn Lake. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1998. xxvi + 280 pp. Illustrations, map, index. $28.95.)
Don Luis Leal: una vida y dos culturas. By Luis Leal, with Victor
Fuentes. (Tempe, Arizona: Bilingual Review/Press, 1998. v + 153 pp. Illustrations. $16.00 paper.)
The Great Persuader: The Biography of Collis P. Huntington. By
David Lavender. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1999.444 pp.
Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Custer & Company: Walter Camp s Notes on the Custer Fight. Edited
by Bruce R. Liddic and Paul Harbaugh. (Lincoln: University ofNebraska Press, 1998. xiii + 189 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.
$13.00 paper.)
The Players: The Men Who Made Las Vegas. Edited by Jack E. Sheehan.
(Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1997. xiv + 224 pp. Illustrations,
index. $18.95 paper.)
Dodge City: Queen of Cowtowns. By Stanley Vestal. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998. xvi + 285 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)

News Notes

We would like to extend a hearty welcome to Jeff Sanders and
Ramona Caplan, who join us as editorial assistants. Jeff is a Ph.D. student in the Department of History and Ramona is finishing her B.A. in
history. We're glad to have them both on board!
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center
announces its 1999 schedule of events and educational programs. These
include a host of children's and adults' educational activities developed in conjunction with each museum exhibition that will be offered at
various times throughout 1999, which is the "Year of the Cowboy." For
more information, please contact Bob Gerling at (405) 478-2250, ext. 280.
You may also write to the National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western
Heritage Center at 1700 N .E. 63rd Street/Oklahoma City OK 73111.
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center
also announces the opening ofits long-awaited western town installation, "Prosperity, Junction," and two other major exhibition spaces, the
American Cowboy Gallery and the American Rodeo Gallery. Prosperity
Junction is a 13,500-'square-foot exhibition that imparts an experience
far beyond the usual movie set. Visitors will enter a Ii fe-size nirteteenthcentury cattle town along the early rail lines of the Great Plains. The
time of day is dusk, which allows effective lighting treatments in structure windows. Background sounds of small-town life lend authenticity
to the atmosphere. Visitors can explore a livery stable, saddle shop,
train depot, cattle company, photography studio, bank, schoolhouse,
and church. Artifacts create period settings that represe'nt the business
and social enterprises that operated in such a town; on occasion, historic interpreters dressed in vintage clothing will entertain visitors with
stories and demonstrations. The exhibit will become an integral part of
the museum's educational programming. Another exhibit that will be
launched to celebrate the "Year of the Cowboy" is "The Cowboy: An
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American Icon." It deals with the many images that compose our perceptions of cowboys and it incorporates many selections from the Hall's
own extensive collections. For more information on these or any other
exhibits, please contact Lynda Haller, Director of Public Relations at the
National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center/1700 Northeast 63rd Street/Oklahoma City OK 73111 or call her at (404) 478-2250,
ext. 221.
The Charles Redd Center for Western Studies announces its 19992000 research and creative work awards. These include the John Hopham
and Susan Redd Butler Award, which is designed to support individuals
who are not connected to a college or university as either a faculty
member or student and who are interested in researching or writing on
some aspect of the American experience in the Mountain West. The
projected research should focus on a topic in the arts, humanities, or
social-behavioral sciences including history, geography, sociology, anthropology, politics, economics, literature, and folklore. The Charles Redd
Center also offers a $1000 prize and guarantee of publication of a monograph-length manuscript dealing with the Mountain West. Manuscripts
from any academic discipline in the humanities and social-behavioral
sciences are eligible for consideration. Manuscripts must be unpublished, and the documentation and style must conform to disciplinary
standards. Submission of unrevised master's theses or Ph.D. dissertations is discouraged. Entrants must submit name, address, social security number, and three copies of the manuscript (double-spaced up to
300 pages). Each entrant must also submit a statement agreeing to publication by the Redd Center should the manuscript win the competition.
The winner will be expected to provide the text in an ASCII compatible
word processing program. Deadline for the manuscript competition is 1
May 1999. The Redd Center also offers education awards for K-12 educators who would like to develop course curricula, fund classroom
projects, or research some aspect of the Mountain West. For more information on these or any other programs (including summer awards for
upper division or graduate students), please send inquiries and/or manuscripts to the Charles Redd Center for Western Studies/5042 HBLL!
Brigham Young University/Provo UT 84602. You may also view their
website at http://fhss.byu.edu/reddcent or call (801) 378-4048.
The Larom Summer Institute in Western American Studies, now in
its twentieth year, is an interdisciplinary group of courses designed to
explore the relationships among the diverse cultures and histories that
have contributed to our understanding of the American West. The extraordinary faculty, participants, and location make the Institute unique.
Each year, nationally renowned scholars inspire students to develop
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new insights into the historical and contemporary issues that have transformed the American West. Courses are held at the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming, fifty miles from Yellowstone National Park.
Session 1 (7-19 June 1999) features Dr. Paul Hutton of the University of
New Mexico, who will be dealing with "The Western Hero." B. Byron
Price, executive director of the Buffalo Bill Historical Center, will offer a
course that explores the origin and development of western cattle ranching in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Session 2 (21 June-2 July
1999) features cultural anthropologist and archaeologist Lawrence L.
Loendorf, who will be teaching a course on prehistoric rock art. Dave
Warren of Santa Clara Pueblo, New Mexico, will offer a course on Native
American tribalism. For more information and/or registration materials,
please contact Lillian Turner at the guffa10 Bill Historical Center/nO
Sheridan Avenue/Cody WY 82414 or call her at (307) 578-4007. The
Center's e-mail address is programs@wavecom.net and its fax number is
(307) 587-5714.
The Amon Carter Museum announces the acquisition of a superior
Texas impressionist oil painting by Julian Onderdond (1882-1922), "A
Cloudy Day, Bluebonnets near San Antonio, Texas" (1918). The first
work by this artist to enter the collection, the acquisition was made in
honor of Lady Bird Johnson for her tireless contributions to the United
States and to Texas. Onderdonk was born and raised in San Antonio. He
died suddenly at the age of 40 after a routine operation. The museum is
commemorating the acquisition by producing a color print reproduction
and note cards with the Onderdonk image. Both items are available in
the Amon Carter Museum Store or by telephone at (800) 573-1933. The
full-color print is 32 x 28 inches ($25) and the note cards come in a
portfolio set of 15 ($14.95). For additional information, please contact
the Public Relations Office at (817) 738-1933 or e-mail
ruthann.rugg@cartermuseum.org.
The Amon Carter Museum also announces the publication of Cowboy with a Camera: Erwin E. Smith, Cowboy Photographer, the
Museum's first children's book. Erwin Smith (1884-1947) documented
trail drives and ranching in the Southwest. For nearly a decade, he used
his camera to preserve a way of life he saw vanishing before his eyes.
Historian Don Worcester uses the artist's voice to weave Smith's images masterfully into a story that takes children back in time to the
"Wild West." Worcester is widely recognized not only for his previous
thirty-one books, but also for his scholarly expertise on the history of
the Spanish borderlands and the Southwest. The hardcover publication
is available in the Amon Carter Museum Store ($18.95). Orders may be
placed by calling (800) 573-1933. For more information and/or review
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copies, please contact the Public Relations Office at (817) 738-1933 or email ruthann.rugg@cartermuseum.org. The Amon Carter Museum is located at 3501 Camp Bowie Boulevard/Fort Worth TX 76107-2695.
Texas Tech University announces the acquisition of forty-nine boxes
of materials, some of which highlight the Texas Equal Suffrage
Association's organizational conversion in 1919 to the Texas League of
Women Voters. Highlights from the new donation, which span the years
1919-1997, feature League-produced films on legislative processes, the
104th Congressional recognition given and signed by Texas Senator
Kay Bailey Hutchison on the League's 75th anniversary and the flag
that flew over the Texas capitol that day. The collection also includes
correspondence, minutes from the historic 1919 meeting, speeches, videos, financial material, cassette tapes, photographs, books, legal materials, legislative files, newspapers, reports, publications, scrapbooks, and
the League's city, county, and regional chapter records. Six oversized
boxes contain voters' guides, blueprints, and posters. Also available
are the papers of the late Roy Davis Holt, Sr., a western author and
public education leader. The collection includes thirty-one boxes of recently processed materials on the history of Texas and the West. Holt,
who died in 1985 at the age of 88, wrote numerous western articles for
publications such as True West and Western Horseman. The collection
contains research files Holt used in writing his three books. These materials include correspondence, literary productions, news clippings and
personal files, printed material, teaching files, and scrapbook material
and memorabilia. Also included are anecdotes and folklore about early
Texas. For information on these or any other collections, please contact
Jennifer LeNoir at the Office of Library Development and External Relations/University Libraries/Texas Tech University/Box 41041/Lubbock TX
79409-1041 or call (806) 742-1348.
The Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian announces its
schedule of events through May 1999. These include the exhibits Legacy:
Southwest Indian Art from the School of American Research and The
Ganado Portfolio: Photographs by John A. Pack, which include photographs in both color and black-and-white by John Pack, who lived on
the Navajo reservation during the mid-1960s. Free weekly talks on Indian art take place Saturday mornings, April through September. Topics
covered include techniques of Indian jewelry, identifying various pottery styles, and interpreting designs and symbols. Upcoming exhibits
and presentations include a slide-lecture on John Adair by Willow Powers and a seminar on the Clay People. Held in conjuction with the Clay
People exhibition is the Case Trading Post Sales Exhibition. Artists will
be present. For more information on this or any other event, please contact Yvonne Bond, Public Relations Director/Wheelwright Museum of
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theAmerican Indian/PO Box 5153, 704 Camino Lejo/Santa Fe NM 87502
or call her at (505) 982-4636.
The deSaisset Museum at Santa Clara University in California announcesthat the exhibit Oqr Saints Among Us: 400 Years of Devotional
Art in New Mexico will be on display during the summer of 1999. The
exhibit displays the art of many contemporary, award-winning santeros
of New Mexico as well as historic retablos and bultos from the 1700s and
1800s. The collection also features historic santos from 1796 through
the WPA era. Artists in the exhibit include santeros Dr. Charlie Carrillo,
Ramon Jose, Lilly Lopez, Jimmy and Debbie Trujillo, Gloria Lopez Cordova,
and Felixand Joseph Lopez. For more information, contact Barbe Awalt
at (505) 344-9382.
Mississippi State University announces that the 80th Anniversary
Symposium of the Agricultural History Society will be on its campus
17-19 June 1999. Sessions include "Agriculture and the New Deal," "Rural
People and Progress," "Farm Crises and Agricultural Policy," "Western
Agricultural Developments," and "USDA and Agricultural Policy." For
more information and/or a program, contact Roy V. Scott at (601) 3257077 or John E. Lee, Jr. at (601) 325-2752. You can also e-mail Mr. Lee at
lee@agecon.msstate.edu or write to either Mr. Scott or Mr. Lee at the
Department of Agricultural Economics/PO Box 5187 /M ississippi State
MS 39762.
The Albuquerque Archaeological Society announces its 1999 annual meeting to be held 30 April-2 May at the Best Western Rio Grande
Inn in Albuquerque. The conference includes paper presentations and
field trips to the Piedras Marcadas Canyon in Petroglyph National Monument and Casa San Ysidro in Corrales. For more information and/or registration forms, contact Joan Mathien, Program Chair/11807 Apache NE/
Albuquerque NM 87112 or call (505) 275-1144.
Red Crane Books is pleased to announce its seventh Southwest
BookAward from the Border Regional Library Association. The World of
.Flower Blue: Pop Chalee, an Artistic Biography is the recipient of the
1998 award, the second major award for the book, which has also received the 1998 Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award form the Historical Society of New Mexico. Pop Chalee was one of the first Native American
artists to achieve national fame, recognition, and commercial success.
For more information on this or any other Red Crane books, please contact Daniel Kosharek at Red Crane Books/2008 Rosina, Suite B/Santa Fe
NM 87505 or call (800) 922-3392. Mr. Kosharek can also be reached via
e-mail: daniel@redcrane.com. Red Cran.e Books has a website:
www.redcrane.com.

